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As you can see Diego is an 
extremely talented artist 

currently in the 6th grade at 
Washington Elementary School. 
Here is his beautiful scenic view 

from the school playground!

diego perez

6TH GRADE

Diego Perez 

6TH GRADE
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The Santa Barbara Independent’s

Annual Kids Issue exhibits the amazing talent at our local 
schools. This year we worked with 4th-6th graders at 

Washington Elementary School on writing and drawings for 
our advertisers. This gave students a glimpse into the work 
that goes into putting together a newspaper. A special thanks 
to our advertisers, to Jen Malkin, who worked with the 

students in the classrooms, and Cassi Lindberg, who designed this 
special insert. Please enjoy the following drawings and stories 

from some of our local youth.



4
This ad created by Alba Hathaway This ad created by Riley Svensson

Loreto Plaza
3315 State St • 805.569.2400

Arlington Plaza
1324 State St, Ste. N • 805.892.2800

This ad created by Susanna Lofvander
216 E. Gutierrez St.

This ad created by Patricia Carachure
4   WASHINGTON SCHOOL KIDS INSERT    MAY 30, 2013



5

Mrs.
gankas

My Ideal Day Having Fun 

in Santa Barbara
Bring some popcorn, your soccer cleats, and 
a friend, because we are going to have an epic 
day in Santa Barbara! On a sunny Saturday 
morning, we play soccer at Oak Park with 
my friends. There is a cool breeze that blows 
in our faces. Afterwards, we go to the movie 
theater where we eat hot buttery popcorn 
and watch a good movie. Lastly, we go to my 
friend Josh’s house where we play, make dif-
ferent things, and skate down the sidewalk. 
This is my favorite day that I would like to 
share with you. 

Rodrigo Espinoza 

My Day of Athletic Fun in 

Santa Barbara
My fl awless day in Santa Barbara would start 
off creek hopping at El Capitan Beach with my 
three best friends, Caitlyn, Zion, and Ella. Then 
I would go to a soccer championship. I would 
also enjoy playing with animals for fi ve hours 
and go shopping with my best friends. After 
that, I would go to Leadbetter Beach to swim 
and read books in the warm sand. Then I would 
love to paint a breathtaking piece of art at the 
Mission with the beautiful rose garden in the 
background. Then, when the sun sets, I would 
go home and dream about what my next adven-
ture would be. 

Brenda Castro 

Turning the Pages Along the 

Shores of Santa Barbara: 

My Bookish Day
Here is an impeccable day in Santa Barbara. I 
would fi rst go to the library with my mom. I 
would love looking at all the books, especially 
the ones about fantasy and myths. I would 
stay there for hours, listening to the soft tick 
of the clock while I read. When I’m ready to 
leave, which would be around noon, I would 
visit my dad’s offi ce at the harbor where he 
would take me out for lunch at the Yacht 
Club. There, I would order the tasty chicken 
Caesar salad and eat it while I listened to the 
shrill screeching of the gulls.  Then I would 
gather up two or three of the books that I got 
from the library and read on the beach under 
the umbrella. I would hear the waves as they 
crashed along the shoreline and smell the salty 
sea air. Then I would think about how lucky I 
am to live in Santa Barbara. 

Paige Kieding 

A Dream Day in 

Santa Barbara
Let me tell you about my fl awless day in 
Santa Barbara. My perfect day would start 
with my favorite breakfast. Afterwards, I 
would like to go the Ty Warner Sea Center 
in the harbor, and see a lot of interesting sea 
creatures. While I am at the harbor, I would 
like to buy yummy chocolate chip ice cream. 
Then I would rent bikes for my family to ride 
on State Street. Finally, we would go shop-
ping to buy clothes and new shoes. After my 
awesome day, I would be exhausted and fall 
asleep dreaming about this perfect day in 
Santa Barbara. 

Arlyne Ordoñez 

Santa Barbara at its Best 
My best day in Santa Barbara would start 
when I go to Blenders. I smell the fresh fruit. 
I see the smoothies being made. Blenders 

is special because my favorite smoothie is 
the peanut butter fl avored smoothie. Then I 
would go to the batting cages. There, I hear 
the sound of the bat as it smacks the ball. I 
can see the bat swing. It is special because 
when I was little, my dad would take me 
there. Then, when I leave the batting cages, I 
go to Little Caesar’s Pizza where I can taste 
their sweet pizza. I can smell the pizza being 
cooked in the oven. Little Caesar’s is special 
because my family goes there at night some-
times. This would be the best day in Santa 
Barbara ever. 

Wesley Young

My Favorite Day at 

Ostrich Land 
An epic day started when my mom and dad 
took me to Ostrich Land. When we got there, 
I started to feed the ostriches. They were very 
hungry. They were pecking hard at the pan of 
food. I went to feed the six emus; they did not 
peck as hard as the ostriches. Ostrich Land 
smelled like a bunch of birds. The ostriches 
were very tall. The emus were kind of short. 
The ostriches had black and white feathers. 
The emus had gray and blue feathers. Ostrich 
Land was really fun because I got to see two 
amazing animals. 

Joshua Graham 

How to Make the Best Day 

in Santa Barbara 
Do you know how to have the best day in 
Santa Barbara? I will tell you mine. I’d start my 
perfect day in Santa Barbara by going to Lead-
better Beach. I love the sound of the crashing 
waves against he shore. The water is so pretty 
with the sun shining on it. Next, I would head 
over to Ichiban Sushi. Their food tastes so 
good. The smell is so fresh and I love their 
green tea dream. Finally, I would go to the 
fair. I love when you’re at the top of the Fer-
ris wheel because it feels like you’re the ruler 
of the world. I also love when it gets dark and 
they put on all of the lights – it looks so pretty. 
That is the end of my fl awless day in Santa 
Barbara. I think you would enjoy it, too. 

Shelby Malengo 

A Day at In-n-Out Burger
Mmm…do you smell the grilled cheeseburg-
ers and French fries? My favorite place to go is 
In-n-Out Burger in Goleta near IHOP and a 
hotel. There are also palm trees which you can 
see from the highway. I chose this place because 
the hamburgers and the milkshakes taste so 
good. The food smells like grilled hamburgers 
and French fries. I get to eat at  In-n-Out some-
times if I do a good job in school.

Luke Gordnier 

My Absolute Action Day in 

Santa Barbara 
My idea of the most supreme day in Santa 
Barbara would be fi rst going on a calming bi-
cycle ride to the beach where I would listen to 
the waves crashing down. I would also feel the 
smooth sand. Afterwards, I would ride home 
to play the piano and try to make up a beautiful 
song. I like to play the piano because it is just 
really fun and exciting. Finally, I would go to the 
refreshing pool with my friends. That would be 
my absolutely best action day in Santa Barbara. 

Sophie Gardner 

My Awesome Day in 

Santa Barbara 
The best day in Santa Barbara for me is spend-
ing the day with my family and friends. The 
fi rst thing to do is go to Fiesta Five Theater and 
eat the buttery, yummy popcorn and drink the 
bubbly soda. The next thing is going to Yogurt-

land  to get the tastiest and awesome toppings. 
Later, I would go to East Beach and feel the 
fresh salty air on my face and the cold soft 
sand on my feet. This day would be the best 
day ever for me. 

Leslie Cardona 

The Best and Most Amazing 

Day Swimming and Running 

in Santa Barbara
This is how my best day in Santa Barbara 
would go. First, we would go the Hyatt Hotel 
and swim at the pool. Their pool is big and 
at the perfect temperature. After the pool, I 
would go to Santa Barbara City College and 
practice running around the track. The bright 
green grass and the yellow shiny sun make it a 
great place to get exercise. Then I would go to 
East Beach to swim. There is nice cold water 
there, and that would be the last swim of the 
day. Swimming and running make up my best 
day here in my hometown. 

Rodrigo Figueroa 

Books and Beach in Santa 

Barbara
On my supreme day in Santa Barbara, I would 
go to the library. After getting my favorite 
books, I would go to Anderson’s Bakery – they 
have some of the best baked goods in Santa 
Barbara. Afterwards, my friends and I would 
play at the beautiful Shoreline Park. Then we 
would play some more and watch the sunset at 
Leadbetter Beach. What a sublime day! 

Luke Mitchelson  

My Cool Day 
The perfect day to me would be to wake up 
around 8 o’clock and go skating with Josh, Jack, 
and Luke. We would skate to Rusty’s Pizza Par-
lor for their incredibly large pepperoni pizzas, and 
then we would skate to the pier for mint chip ice 
cream. Then we would go back to Jack’s house 
and go to Ortega Park for the best skate session 
ever! Well, that’s my supreme day – I bet your 
supreme day would be different. 

Chris Graham  

My Epic Day Along the Shore 

of Santa Barbara
My epic day in Santa Barbara would start off on 
a Saturday morning. First, I would be to go to 
the Santa Barbara Pier. I like the Santa Barbara 
Pier because of the dolphins splashing in the sea 
and the sweet smells in the candy shop. Next, I 
would get mint chip ice cream on a sugar cone 
from Rite Aid. I would get ice cream because 
it is blazing hot out. After ice cream, I would 
go to Leadbetter Beach with all of my friends. 
The ocean is so refreshing, so we decide to go 
tandem surfi ng. At the end of the day, I would 
go night surfi ng in the cold water with my fam-
ily. My favorite wave would be our family wave. 
I would enjoy this day so much, I wish it could 
happen every day. 

Zion Sada

My Day Camping in Santa 

Barbara 
The drive was not very long. When we got 
there, it was fairly cool. First, we set up the 
tents. Then we got out the food, but we wait-
ed for the guests to get there. When everyone 
arrived, we started the Nerf battle. Each per-
son got a Nerf sword. We battled all day. We 
were very tired and hungry. We gobbled up 
dinner and crashed on our parents. Camping 
in Sage Hill was the best day in Santa Barbara 
I ever had. 

Dain Hollis

My Wonderful Day In 

Downtown Santa Barbara 
Forget Hollywood, New York, or Paris – let’s 
stay in Santa Barbara to have an impeccable, 
classy day. My classy day begins at the Arlington 
Theater. At the Arlington Theater I would watch 
people performing hip hop. The best part of the 
Arlington Theater is the buttery popcorn and 
meeting movie stars and taking pictures with 
them. The fi nal part of my unique day would end 
with me walking down State Street with my fam-
ily. The Art Museum would be a great place to 
fi nish off my metropolitan day. All of the brightly 
colored pictures make me feel like I’m inside 
them, which makes me happy!

Priscilla Valenzuela

My Awesome Day at Rincon
My perfect day in Santa Barbara is to do things 
I love. First, I would go to the harbor and get 
fresh fi sh with my dad. Then we would quickly 
go home and put it in the oven. While we’re at 
the house, we get all the stuff ready. Then we 
drive to Rincon Beach that has the best waves 
in the world. My dad and I ride the perfect 
peeling waves for an hour or two, and when 
we get home, all four of us eat our delicious, 
tender, and yummy fi sh tacos. Could there be a 
better day? I don’t think so. 

Evan Facenda 

A Day of Grinding in Santa 

Barbara 
Do you know how to have the best skate session 
in Santa Barbara? I do. It would start off by get-
ting a new board. It would have an Almost deck, 
Venture trucks, Bones Swiss bearings, and Spit-
fi re wheels. Now I am going to bomb some hills. 
I almost eat it at the bottom. Finally, I  leave to 
see my grandma so I can empty out her pool so 
I can skate in it!

Jack LuVanVi

Epic Santa Barbara
My best day in Santa Barbara would be if 
I could do all these things: First, I would 
go to Butterfly Beach and go surfing. The 
waves there are great for kids and adults. 
Then I would go to Lily’s Tacos where they 
have the best carne asada tacos in town. Ta-
cos and waves would be the most epic day in 
Santa Barbara. 

Randall Martin  

The Terrific Day in Santa 

Barbara 
A great day in Santa Barbara would start out 
with my niece and I going to Chase Palm 
Park. I like playing at the park with my niece 
because I love the way she laughs when we 
play tag. After the park, I would go to East 
Beach and play in the sand. I love the smell of 
the ocean and the feel of the sand under my 
feet. Then we would go to Rusty’s Pizza. We 
would end this great day by stuffi ng ourselves 
on the best pepperoni pizza in the world. 

Liliana Cabrera 

GRADE

CONTINUED >>
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My Sublime Day of Relaxation 

in Santa Barbara
A great way for me to relax is to enjoy some 
of the best activities in Santa Barbara. First, 
I would wake up and have a very healthy 
breakfast. Then I would go to East Beach 
and play in the sparkling water. When I am 
done enjoying the beautiful sea, I would go 
to Yogurtland and get vanilla yogurt with 
fresh strawberries. Then I would go the 
Santa Barbara Art Museum. I would look at 
all the incredible sculptures and drawings. 
Then I would go to the Fiesta Five Movie 
Theater where I would catch a movie and eat 
buttery popcorn and a freezing Icee. The best 
way to end the day for the artist in me would 
be to sketch the yogurt, beach, and scenes 
from the movie. 

Wendy Vega 

An Out of This World Day in 

Santa Barbara 
In my mind, the perfect day in Santa Barbara 
would include a lot of fun activities with friends 
and family. I live in Santa Barbara and I love it 
here, but what I never get to do is go horseback 
riding. If I could go horseback riding, I would 
go to Circle-Bar-B with my best friends, Ella, 
Caitlin, Brenda, and Zion. After that, we would 
go to my dad’s restaurant called Anchor. We 
would run around the kitchen and I would show 
them all of the workers there. Next, we would 
all go to my pool and jump in the second we get 
there and splash in the refreshing water on a hot 
summer day. I would love every bit of this day 
because I was spending time with friends and 
family. I hope someday this wonderful day will 
come true. 

Julia Fredricks 

My Action Filled Day 
My supreme day in Santa Barbara would start 
off with ballet. When I do ballet, I feel like I am 
a whole other person. It is like I am free, and 
that is one reason I like it. And when you grow 
up and you are still doing ballet, you can dance 
on your toes! And that is my life’s goal! Once 
I am done with my lesson, I would top off my 
supreme day by going to a pool or to Butterfl y 
Beach to cool off with my friends. I love water 
because you can do so much in it! And when 
we are done, I would go home to get warm and 
read a good book! I think reading is a good way 
to relax and calm down. That would be my su-
preme day in Santa Barbara. 
Now I want to tell you how I feel doing all of 
this. When I swim, I feel like I’m in a blue room 
that I can roam around in by myself. But when 
I read a book, a good one, I feel like I’m in the 
book with all of the characters. This is cool be-
cause while the stories aren’t real, it’s like being 
in a dream. Now you know how I feel and what 
I think is supreme. 

Ella Rotando 

The Sights 

to See in 

Santa 

Barbara 
An exciting day in Santa Barbara 
would start on a beautiful Sunday mid-
morning when I am riding my scooter down 
to the harbor. I can hear the sound of the 
wheels rolling against the 
rough asphalt. When I 
look around at the 
harbor, I see all of 
the boats shining 
in the sun. I can smell 
the fresh fi sh and see the tiny 
crabs and fi sh near the rocks. The 
thing that makes it special is that it is 
very fun to see all of the boats. After I 

get back, we get in the car and head off to the 
Santa Barbara Mission. There I learn about 
the history of Santa Barbara. I also like look-
ing at all of the art and artifacts of the na-
tives. The Mission is beautiful and fun to see. 
When we are fi nish visiting the Santa Barbara 
Mission, we decide to go on a walk on Lead-
better Beach. I see the gorgeous sunset and I 
can smell the warm evening breeze. These are 
some sights to see in Santa Barbara. 

Natalie Fenkner 

Utopia in Santa Barbara 
The best day ever would start out on a Satur-
day morning as I am headed to gymnastics. 
While I am at gymnastics, we do cartwheels 
and handstands on the beam. After that, my 
mom and my cousin will pick me up. Then we 
would go to Hendry’s Beach with my cousin, 
my mom, my aunt, and my other cousins and 
play volleyball. As I hit my fi rst ball, I can feel 
the soft sand under my feet. After that, we 
have lunch. A few hours later, my cousin and 
I would go home and jump on the trampoline 
and climb our loquat tree. I like this because 
each jump feels like I’m fl ying. Then we would 
go to SoHo and have dinner. I think they have 
the best food ever, especially their salmon. 
These are some things that I think are like uto-
pia in Santa Barbara. 

Lily Zimmerman 

Exotic Sights and Tastes in 

Santa Barbara
You have the opportunity to see and taste some 
of the world’s best plants right here in Santa 
Barbara. Here is how I would spend my best 
day in the city. After my favorite breakfast of 
hot pancakes with steamy maple syrup, I would 
head to Lotus Land. I would walk through the 
gardens and see the exquisite and rare plants. 
There is a peaceful Japanese garden with in-
teresting bonsai trees and calm ponds. Taking 
a look at the rare cycads with their vibrant 
orange cones is a special treat. I would stay 
there until lunch at my number one restaurant, 
Palazzio. Tasting my favorite dish, fettuccine 
Alfredo, eating pancakes, and seeing rare plants 
would be my ideal day in Santa Barbara. 

Caitlyn Robinson 

A Day With Flamingos in 

Santa Barbara 
How does a dog make for a wonderful day 
in Santa Barbara? Let me tell you. The fi rst 
thing I would do is go to the Santa Barbara 
Humane Society in the morning. I would buy 
a German Shepherd; its black and brown fur 
is soft. Next, I would go to Holdrens on State 
Street where I would get my favorite meal, 

lobster. I dip it in the 
hot, melting butter. 
Finally, I would go 
to the Apple Store 
on State Street and 

get an iPhone 5 and 
an iPad!

Spenser Jaimes 

My Best Day in 

Santa Barbara 
Do you want to know about the 

best sports you can do in Santa 
Barbara? Here is my idea of the 
most exciting day. I would start 
my day by getting ready for la-
crosse. We would hop in the car 
and drive to Elings Park. There, 
we would play the best game 
on the big, green fi elds. Then 
I would go to the skate park 
and skateboard for a while. 
Then we would go back to 
Elings Park to watch the 

Santa Barbara Elite Lacrosse team. As you 
can see, my best day in Santa Barbara is la-
crosse and riding my skateboard.

Peyton Rodriguez 

How to Have a 

Wonderful Day in 

Santa Barbara 
If you have never had a fl awless day in Santa 
Barbara, this is how you would. I would start 
by going to the harbor to see the calm, won-
derful sea and just relax. Later, I would go on 
a boat ride. You could feel the peaceful water. 
Next, I would get ice cream. The taste and 
smell of the ice cream is extraordinary. Then I 
would like to go to the park and take my bike. 
I like to ride my bike really fast. When I do, I 
feel the cool breeze pass by me. That would be 
the most exciting day for me in Santa Barbara. 

Maria Rojas 

The Supreme Tastes on 

Cabrillo Blvd. 
The ideal way to satisfy hunger in Santa Bar-
bara is to have a meal at the 805 Deli. The 
food is so good; I know this personally from 
my mom who works there. My mom cooks hot 
dogs, hamburgers, and delicious sandwiches.  I 
would help my mom and she would give me 
food on her lunch break. We would then go 
home and watch the movie, The Smurfs. In-
credible food and time with my mom would be 
the best day ever in Santa Barbara. 

Leilani Rodriguez 

MS. 
Furrer

Soccer
Soccer is a fun way to meet new people, but it in-
volves lots of energy. I’ve made many friends playing 
soccer and I still know most of them now. Playing 
soccer allows me to make a bond with all the play-
ers, but the person I make the biggest bond with is 
my dad. He is my soccer coach every year. Soccer is 
a sport that involves no hands unless you’re the goal-
ie. If you use your hands and you’re not the goalie, 
the referee blows his whistle and the other team gets 
the ball. That will give them a better chance of scor-
ing a goal, but that’s when the goalie comes in. The 
goalie is the person who is in front of the goal that 
you are trying to protect from the other team. The 
goalie’s job is to not let the soccer ball go in your 
goal by blocking it. The ball feels very hard when 
it hits you. The whole point of the game is to get 
more points than the other team, but my dad says 
the score is just for fun, and I like that about him. 
The reason soccer is so special to me is because I get 
to spend time with my dad. 

Amelio Griffi n

Fishing 
Going fi shing at the ocean is a great way to 
spend your time. Going fi shing at the ocean 
is fun because you can catch big fi sh and at 
the same time you can get wet. I also like it 
because when I’m tired of fi shing, I can help 
my dad get the fi sh in the water. I like to go 
fi shing because I like to spend time with my 
family. I hear the ocean rumbling and I look 
for crabs. I usually take the crabs and throw 
them in the ocean when we leave. I wish I 
could go fi shing again! 

Tomas Duarte 

Soccer 
Soccer is a fun and creative sport that anyone 
can play. Have you tried to play soccer? It is 
good exercise, and you have to be really fast. If 
you are the goalie, you will need to have fast 
refl exes to keep the ball from going in. When 
you practice with your teammates, you can 

make new friends. You need to work together 
and pass the ball. If you are worried about 
doing a game right away, you can practice fi rst 
in AYSO. You can go with your age group so 
you are not stuck with teammates who are all 
younger or all older than you. Soccer is a fun 
sport because anyone can play it. 

Zia Frausto 

Surfing 
Have you ever tried surfi ng? I think surfi ng is a 
fun and active sport. When I go out, I feel alive 
and a part of the ocean. I can hear waves crash-
ing on shore and seagulls fl ying over my head. 
When I duck dive, I like to open my eyes and 
I can sometimes see sand sharks. When I stand 
on my board catching a wave, it feels like I can 
win anything, and when my hands touch the 
water, I can sometimes feel kelp or seaweed. 
When I’m at a breaking point, I feel salt water 
splash into my mouth. The reason why I like 
surfi ng so much is because I spend time with 
my family. I also won fi rst place in a surfi ng 
contest called Surf Happens. When I go to 
the beach, I get so excited when my friends are 
there watching me. Now once you’ve heard my 
story, you’ll probably want to try surfi ng. Surf-
ing is a fun and active sport for anybody. I wish 
I could go right now! 

Lilly Spencer 

Soccer 
In soccer, you can get a lot of exercise, and best of 
all, anyone can play it! If you’ve ever played be-
fore, you can feel the wind tickling your face, and 
the sound of teammates cheering you on. When 
you score, there are always people shouting your 
name, and high-fi ving you. You score by kicking 
the ball into the goal. It is a special sport because 
I can play with family and friends. Soccer is all 
about getting exercise and having fun! 

Sierra Chesluk 

Running 
Running is a fun sport and great exercise for 
everyone. It is also fun to play at the park. I 
think it is a good way to work out or just be 
with your friends. You can even race with your 
friends and it will still be fun because you will be 
exercising at the same time. You can also feel the 
wind brushing up against your face. Running is 
a special sport because you can do it with family 
and friends. 

Alexa Robles 

Swimming 
Swimming is a fun sport for me, but it uses a lot 
of my energy. What is good about swimming 
is that I can see some of my friends and I feel 
refreshed. When you get in the water, you can 
see all of the swim equipment. I can see the lane 
lines that separate the pool. I can also smell the 
chlorine. That is why swimming is a fun and 
energetic sport. 

Sophia Corral 

BMX 
BMX is really fun. It is amazing what kind of 
tricks you can do.  You also get to be with your 
friends, and I think that you can get a good 

GRADE

in a dream. Now you know how I feel and what 

Ella Rotando 

An exciting day in Santa Barbara 
would start on a beautiful Sunday mid-
morning when I am riding my scooter down 
to the harbor. I can hear the sound of the 
wheels rolling against the 
rough asphalt. When I 

in the sun. I can smell 
the fresh fi sh and see the tiny 
crabs and fi sh near the rocks. The 
thing that makes it special is that it is 
very fun to see all of the boats. After I 

lobster. I dip it in the 
hot, melting butter. 
Finally, I would go 
to the Apple Store 
on State Street and 

get an iPhone 5 and 
an iPad!

My Best Day in 

Santa Barbara
Do you want to know about the 

best sports you can do in Santa 
Barbara? Here is my idea of the 
most exciting day. I would start 
my day by getting ready for la-
crosse. We would hop in the car 
and drive to Elings Park. There, 
we would play the best game 
on the big, green fi elds. Then 
I would go to the skate park 
and skateboard for a while. 
Then we would go back to 
Elings Park to watch the 

CONTINUED >>
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workout, which I like. My favorite part is when 
I get to practice my tricks and feel the nice, 
fresh cold air. Whenever I am competing, I al-
ways feel confi dent and brave. When I’m at the 
ramp, I always hear the fans cheering me on and 
I get so excited before I get to do my tricks. My 
favorite part about BMX is when they announce 
the three top winners and especially when I’m 
one of them. I hope the next time I compete in 
BMX, I get 1st place! 

Alyssa Perez 

Swimming
Swimming is a fun and great sport, but it takes 
a lot of energy. It feels so great when I touch 
the water. It is also great because it relaxes me 
within the fi rst couple of minutes in the water. It 
feels really good when I can feel the cold water 
around me. For me, it is so much fun to dive in 
or fl ip into the water. When I hit the icy cold 
water, it makes a loud “splash!” I love to watch 
other people have fun in the water, too. It also 
takes a lot of energy to do things in the water, 
like relays. Before I start the relays, I get in the 
right starting position. It helps a lot for me to 
breathe in the strong smell of the chemicals 
in the chlorine. The taste of the chlorine is re-
ally awful, though. It tastes of chemicals and 
other bad things. During a relay, I do different 
swim moves like the backstroke, butterfl y, and 
dolphin. My favorite part of swimming is hav-
ing fun in the water with my friends and family. 
This is why swimming is my favorite sport. 

Lily Dew

Four Square
Have you ever played four square? You should 
try it because it is a great sport. All I can feel 
is the pressure of the ball and the sun beating 
on me. I can see my friends in squares. I can 
hear the ball bounce. I can see pink and blue 
fl owers. I can smell the green grass. That’s how 
you play four square. It is fun to play because 
it is fair and you get to play it with all different 
types of people! 

Bella Kochan 

Baseball
Baseball is a fun sport for me. It is special be-
cause when I hit the ball and get on base, I feel 
really good. I feel the same way when I catch the 
ball and tag the runner out. When I hit the ball, 
I can hear the crowd cheering. One of the places 
I like to play at is Mackenzie Park. They call the 
baseball fi eld a baseball diamond because the 
infi eld is shaped like a diamond. The bases are 
on a dirt path. There is fi rst base, second base, 
third base, and home plate. This is why baseball 
is my favorite sport!

Merrick Larbig 

Minecraft 
Have you ever played Minecraft? It is the best 
video game ever. I can see people building. I feel 
the bumpy keyboard. It makes me feel good and 
relaxed. I always play Minecraft with my cousin. 
First, I call him on Face Time before we play. 
We always do multiplayer together. We live with 
each other, and can build practically anything. I 
make friends and do crazy things like exploding 
my house. We always have fun together. I also 

eat while I play. My favorite thing about Mine-
craft is that I get to build anything. Minecraft is 
the best game ever - you should play it!

Finnley Miller

Surfing 
Surfi ng is a great sport for me. When I surf, 
it’s like letting all the anger out and having fun. 
When I look out onto the horizon, I see the 
sunset and wait anxiously for the next set of 
waves. Surfi ng is special to me because when I 
was a baby, I took my fi rst steps on the beach. 
It seems like it was yesterday, getting up on that 
surfboard. “Crash!” The sound of the waves is 
loud and fun at the same time. The sun is beat-
ing down on my back. When I got up on my 
fi rst surfboard, it was pure joy and from that 
moment I knew I was hooked. This is why surf-
ing is a great sport for me. 

Kate Matheson 

Minecraft
Have you ever tried to play the game Minecraft? 
I like to play Minecraft. It is fun for me because 
you get to be as creative as you want. You can 
see all the animals and houses you build. It 
makes me happy. It is special because I get to 
play it with my brother. I like to hear the click 
of the keys and I like to feel the bumpy keys. 
Minecraft is a fun game for me to play. 

Jacon De La Mora 

Gymnastics 
Gymnastics is a fun and exciting sport. It involves 
a lot of energy, and it is a good chance to meet 
new people. Gymnastics is fun because I get 
to learn lots of new things and it is also good 
because I have lots of energy. I see the team girls 
doing fl ips and handsprings. I hear the fl oor rat-
tling and the fresh outside breeze. I love gymnas-
tics because it is a good way to have fun and it is 
also very exciting. When I get older, I will be on a 
team. Do you think you would like gymnastics? 

Elise Arcuri 

Swimming
Swimming is a fun sport to me. I like it because 
you feel the cold water on a hot day, and it 
makes me feel refreshed. I also like it because 
you get lots of exercise. It is a good opportunity 
to make friends while playing games. I like 
to hear the water splash even if it gets in your 
mouth. Sometimes I like to hear compliments 
from swim coaches on how well you are swim-
ming. And when it is time for you to go home, 
you just want to come back again. These are all 
the reasons why swimming is a fun sport for me. 

Dorienne Larbig 

Boogie-Boarding
Why is boogie boarding fun? Boogie boarding is 
fun because you can be with friends and family. 
Sometimes you might taste the salt water. When 
my hands press down on the soft boogie board, 
I feel energetic. I see the waves crashing in front 
of me. I see my friends in colorful bathing suits. 
I hear my sister scream loudly when she enters 
the cold water. Boogie boarding is special to me 
because I have fun. I can be in the water splish-
ing and splashing with my friends. That’s why I 
think boogie boarding is the best sport. 

Anouk Priebe-Garcia 

Minecraft
Do you know about Minecraft? It is my favor-
ite game. I like Minecraft because it uses your 
imagination and you get to make whatever you 
want with the resources you have. Minecraft is 
a game where everything is made out of blocks. 
I hear the music and my player walking and 
mining. I see the blocks, the player, and my 
items such as swords, picks, shovels, and axes. I 
feel my hands touch the keys on the keyboards. 
I taste the candy bar that I eat when I play. 
Minecraft is a game where you have to get 
food, wood, blocks, and make a house. If you 

die, you re-spawn or come back to life. After 
you die, you have to fi nd your stuff. Minecraft 
is my favorite game because of these reasons. I 
hope you like it, too! 

Jonny Herrera

Golf 
Golf is a fun sport, and a great way to spend 
time with your family! Golf is special to me 
because there are different and creative ways to 
swing, and different techniques to learn. Golf is 
hard, but once you’ve had practice, it’s fun. To 
feel the wind on your face and the sound when 
you hit a good shot – golf actually isn’t bor-
ing. One of my favorite courses to play is Twin 
Lakes Golf Course, because it’s a good course to 
spend time with your family and practice. That 
is why golf is special to me and why I think it is 
the best sport created.

Lucas Gaede 

Soccer
What is your favorite sport? Well, my favorite 
sport is soccer. The reason why I like soccer is 
because I get to meet new people and have fun. 
I can hear the crowd cheering and the ball mak-
ing a sound when you kick it. I can also feel the 
ball in my hands, and I can smell the fresh grass. 
Soccer makes me feel great. I even see people 
trying to take the ball from each other. That’s 
why soccer is my favorite sport. 

Andres Vargas 

Water Polo
Water polo is a really fun sport. I like water 
polo because I get to play with my friends, and 
when I score it makes me happy. It feels good 
on a sunny day to jump in the water and swim. 
When I play, I hear the referee blow the whistle. 
For those reasons, I think water polo is really 
fun!

Bronson Blix 

Baseball
I think baseball is the best sport created. I love 
the feel of the ball in my mitt. I see all of the 
players ready and it makes me feel ready, too. 
I hear all the fans and coaches cheering and it 
makes me happy. I smell the fresh grass and it 
makes me feel refreshed. Baseball makes me 
feel excited because it is a very fast game. It’s 
special to me because it allows me to be with my 
friends. Because of these reasons, I think base-
ball is the best sport created. 

Jackson Kelly

Minecraft
Minecraft is the best game ever. The reason why 
I like Minecraft is because you can do whatever 
you want. Minecraft is a game where you can 
choose between survival or creative mode. Sur-
vival is where you start with nothing and you 
have to use your environment to your advantage. 
Sometimes at night, spiders, skeletons, and 
creepers try to attack you. You have to build a 
house or dig a hole and make it look like a house 
and try to survive the night. If you don’t survive, 
you will be become spawn during the day and 
try to fi nd your stuff. If you can’t fi nd your stuff, 
you will have to start from scratch. Creative is 
where you start with everything in your inven-
tory. This time, monsters can’t hurt you at night 
or during the day. You can spawn monsters with 
eggs that have the monster’s name on it. You can 
build anything you want in creative. And that’s 
why I like Minecraft!

Shane Harlow

Dancing!
Dancing is fun, but it takes a lot of energy. 
Anyone can be a dancer. Practice makes per-
fect. So you want to be a dancer? Do it! Fol-
low your dream. Don’t give up. When you get 
to be a dancer, your dreams are coming true. 
When you are a dancer, you get to dance in a 
studio. You get to hear the beat of the beauti-

ful music. You can see in your imagination 
when the music is starting. I hope you become 
a dancer! 

Angelic Santiago

Minecraft
Minecraft is the best computer game ever. 
It’s fun because you can invite your friends 
and family to play. You can go on survival or 
creative mode. When you are in survival, you 
get your supplies and your tools. Then it will 
become nighttime, so you can build a house or 
live underground. You can also make armor to 
protect yourself from zombies, skeletons, spi-
ders, and creepers. You can also make chests to 
protect your stuff. If you kill a zombie in sur-
vival mode, you will get a feather. If you kill a 
skeleton, you will get bows, arrows, and bones, 
but if you kill a spider, you will get a string. 
When you kill a creeper, you will get gunpow-
der. You can use these to kill animals to get 
food and cook them. In creative mode, you get 
to fl y and get new things that you can’t fi nd or 
craft. However, there are no animals or mon-
sters. I hope you get to play Minecraft, too!

Julian Sanchez

Light Saber Fighting
Light saber fi ghting is a good sport, in my 
opinion. When I get to fi ght with a light 
saber, I feel like a Jedi. There are many light 
saber blades. I see many colored lights. Some 
light saber colors are blue, green, red, and 
purple. Mine is blue because it’s my favorite 
color. When I fi ght, I hear humming noises 
on my light saber. Light saber fi ghting is a 
good sport because it is like sword fi ghting, 
and it makes me feel like a Jedi.

Kai Malinowski 

A Fun Sport 
Jazz dancing can be hard, but fun. When I do 
jazz dancing, I feel unique. It is so fun when 
you sometimes act sassy and girly. I love to see 
myself dancing in the mirror. I can feel the 
hard fl oor when I leap across it. But dancing 
can be hard, too. Sometimes you have to do 
the dance moves at a specifi c beat, and it can 
go very fast. Maybe you should try jazz danc-
ing, too!

Madeline Rogers

Minecraft
Do you know about Minecraft? It is my favorite 
game! In Minecraft, anyone can be in their own 
world and in your world you can do what you 
want - but you have to make your own food to 
survive. In Minecraft, I hear the chickens go, 
“Chick, chick, chick,” and the pigs go “Oink, 
oink.” When I go to bed I think, “How many 
more things can I do?” There are so many things 
that you can do in Minecraft. Maybe you will 
like Minecraft, too!

Brooke Bierman 

Mrs. 
Grosch

Minecraft
Minecraft is a very fun game and I like it be-
cause you can do whatever you want when you 
are playing. There is one goal in the game, and 
that is to defeat the Ender Dragon. Before I 
talk about that, I’m going to tell you about the 
other animals and monsters in Minecraft. First 
of all, there is a pig, and you get pork chops 
if you kill it. Then there is a cow, and you get 
leather and raw beef if you kill it. Here are some 
of the monsters in Minecraft:  the Creeper the 
main monster. If you try to kill it, it either blows 
up before you do, or you get gunpowder. The 
Creepy Wither Boss explodes every animal and 
monster he can fi nd. Then there is an Ender 

CONTINUED >>
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Man who powers up the Ender Dragon.  The 
Ender Dragon is waiting for you when you get 
to the Ender Man. Minecraft is a wonderful and 
interesting game to play.

Magnus Ramsey

Minecraft
There are a lot of great games, but Minecraft 
is the best. The first thing you might see 
is that the whole world is made of blocks. 
There are many biomes; some are rare like 
the mushroom biome, and some are com-
mon like the mountain biome. There are two 
modes of playing, survival and creative. In 
survival mode, you can find mobs (monsters) 
to fight, such as zombies. They are easy to 
kill, and you collect rotten flesh. Skeletons 
are harder to kill, and you collect arrows 
and bones. Ender Men are very hard to kill, 
and you collect Ender pearls. For pigs, you 
collect pork chops. For cows, you collect 
leather strips and beef. For chicken, you col-
lect feathers and chicken. Creepers are hard 
and give gunpowder. For sheep, you collect 
wool. You can also mine to collect iron, gold, 
diamonds, coal, red stone, lapis lazuli, and 
cobble stone. Crafting is used to help you 
get these things. For the creative mode, you 
have unlimited resources, and can mine very 
fast. Minecraft is my favorite because you 
can’t beat the game. There are a lot of great 
games, but Minecraft is the best. 

David Ebeling 

Boogie, Boogie, 

Boogie, Yeah 
I have done many weird things in my life, but 
this particular one was the weirdest. What made 
it weird was what I did, what I wore, and where 
I was. I wore a ninja costume, an extra large 
sweater, a Santa hat, and I had a stuffed panda 
bear in my hand. I said, “Boogie, boogie, boogie, 
yeah.” What I did was scare my friends. I have a 
small block, so my friends Dylan, Greta, Greta’s 
aunt, and Greta’s cousin were walking around it. 
I hid in a trashcan so I could pop out and scare 
them. When I did, they fell over and screamed. 
While they were down, I went to them and 
yelled, “Boogie, boogie, yeah.” After that I ran 
home, sat in the driveway, and felt good. Unfor-
tunately, they attacked me once they got home. 
This is a true story. The end. 

Foster Young

Awkward Dreams 
I have had lots of awkward dreams in my life, 
but this has got to be the weirdest. Imagine 
that you are in New York. Have you been 
there? Think big, black, dark, and polluted. 
People who live there imagine it as sunny, 
happy, with little bunnies jumping about. Not 
in my dream. It is musty and smells of dust. 
I’m celebrating my birthday, and I sit at a table 
with my family: Mom, Dad, and Jake. In real 
life, I don’t have a brother named Jake, but I 
recognize his face. He’s about eight, and I 
am twelve. Then without a warning, a fe-
male soldier comes and tells Mom and Dad 
that they have to go to war. We are put in a 
lab where a scientist explains that we had to be 
frozen until 2090. The freezer was a chrysalis 
with two feet holes. When I woke up, nobody 
was there. Next door, a party was happen-
ing. I felt a little woozy, so I fell. The scene 
changed and I was in a psychiatrist’s offi ce. 
He was talking, but I wasn’t listening. Soon, 
I recognized him somehow. I looked really 
hard, and it was Jack. Then I remember 
that Jack was the name of a boy from my 
old school, M.U.S. Then I woke up. 
Weird, right? 

Hannah Hitchner 

Basketball 
Basketball is a sport invented by Dr. James 
Naismith. It is a very fun game. In the NBA, it 
is fi ve players versus fi ve players; the maximum 
number of players you can have on a team is fi f-
teen. You can have as many players as you want 
when you play with friends. There are 30 teams 
in the NBA. You have four 12-minute quarters 
as well. The objective of the game is to get the 
ball into the hoop as many times as possible. On 
defense, you defend the ball from going into the 
hoop. The ball you use for basketball is orange 
with black stripes that are parallel. The ball is 
a little rough. When you play, you sweat a lot, 
so you need a water bottle. I like basketball the 
most because it is very fun and I like how the 
ball looks. 

Brandon Arriaga 

The Upside-Down Y Dream 
I’ve had some crazy dreams, but my most 
awkward dream was the upside-down Y 
dream. Two teams are racing to Jefferson, 
Missouri and then teaming up in Canada. The 
boy’s team starts in Florida during Hurricane 
Katrina. John could feel the howling wind 
rush past his face, teetering him back and 
forth. Foster, another boy on the ATV, was 
driving the bug and he said, “I’m stomping 
on the pedal as hard I can, but it won’t go any 
faster!” Brandon leaped to shotgun, and pulled 
the lever hard. The ATV practically fl ew out 
of Katrina and onto the road. On the other 
side, the girl’s team is cruising in north New 
Mexico. Elise, Lexie, and Lily are farther than 
the other team. “Look!” Elsie yelled. “I can see 
the Colorado Mountains!” Soon, both teams 
are getting closer to the Upside-Down Y, but 
the girls are still closer. Three hours passed, 
and the race was over – Elise, Lily, and Lexie 
won. It was raining hard, so they decided to 
sleep there for the night. At midnight when 
everyone was asleep, John shouted, “Every-
one wake up! Big Foot is attacking!” Thump! 
Thump! Thump! “What are we going to do?” 
asked Lily. “Press the button!” Brandon cried 
out. I climbed up a bookcase and shot a laser 
at him. That was when I woke up. “Weird,” I 
said. The end. 

Lexie Brent 

Donkeys and PJ’s 
I don’t really have dreams, but when I do, 
they are really crazy; but this one is milder 
than most. One moment I was in bed, and 
the next I was riding a donkey to school in 
my PJ’s. Now, this is obviously one of my 
crazy dreams, but I went along with it to see 
how it would end. On the way to school, I 
saw others riding donkeys, but some were 
riding tigers, and the strangest thing was that 
everybody stared at us like we were queens 
in PJ’s. At school, instead of bike racks, there 
were poles to tie your donkey or tiger. After 
I tied my donkey to a pole (far away from 
any tiger), I went to class. When I walked in 
the door of the classroom, I saw that instead 
of desks, there were recliners. Instead of a 
teacher, there was a masseuse. This seemed to 
me like the best day ever, and when school was 
over I went home, but my family and every-
body else’s houses were made of Jell-o. Then 
I woke up to fi nd my brother poking me with 
a pencil. 

Ellie McCarty 

Bayern Munich
My favorite sports team is Bayern Munich. I 
can hear shouting and booing and people cheer-
ing for the team when I watch them play. I see 
the people on the team scoring, blocking goals, 
and the referee calling fouls. I smell the food 
from the food stand. I can feel wind blow at 
the games. The reason I  like the team is that 
it comes from my hometown. They play soccer. 
My favorite player on the team is Mario Gomez, 
who is number 23. They use teamwork when 
they play, and are Germany’s top team. They 
have won the championship fi ve times. When 
they play at home they wear red, and when they 
play away they wear white. I think they are the 
best team ever. They even beat Messi from Bar-
celona, who people say is the best soccer player 
in the world. 

Julian Barthel 

Arnoldi’s 
Yum! I can smell the delicious scents as I 
walk in. I look around and see sculptures and 
paintings that look just like the ones I saw 
in Italy. We walk outside, sit at a table, and 
decide what to eat. I’m stuck between fettuc-
cine Alfredo and a delicious pepperoni pizza. 
Eventually, I decide to have a little bit of both. 
There is a bocce ball court a couple of tables 
away. My brother and I decide to play until our 
food comes. I take the blue bocce balls, and 
my brother takes the yellow ones. I throw my 
ball, which probably wasn’t the best I could 
do. Then my brother throws his, which turns 
out to be equally far away. After a couple more 
throws each, we then know that I won. After 
two more rounds, our food is brought out, and 
I start eating right away. It’s so good. Their 
fettuccine Alfredo is delicious, and I love the 
pizza. After we’ve all fi nished an amazing din-
ner, we head back to the car with full stomachs. 

Ayla Sutter 

A Very Awkward Dream 
My dreams have not always been awkward, 
so that’s why I wanted to share this awkward 
dream with you. I fi rst remember that there 
is a clear sky in my dream. In fact, the sky is 
bare except for the glowing full moon. The 
city is so quiet that I hear a car pulling up 
into a parking spot. When the people in the 
car get out, I realize that it’s all my cousins on 
my mom’s side and their parents. My dad and 
I gasp, but they tell us not to panic. My dad 
explains that he is planning to take my cous-
ins exploring around California. When we 
get to Pinkberry (a frozen yogurt store), I’m 
mesmerized by a poster on the wall. After I’m 
done looking at the poster, I realize that my 
dad and cousins aren’t there. I start looking 
around for my dad again, until I found him 
and my cousins at a noisy construction site 

where kids were doing a science project. The 
kids started throwing cement and it wound 
up in my mouth. I got sick, and then I woke 
up. I actually thought there was cement in my 
mouth! I hope you enjoyed hearing about my 
awkward dream. 

Summer Slotnick-Lastrico 

Hometown Buffet 
My favorite restaurant is Hometown Buffet 
because the food is amazing! It has meat, fruit, 
vegetables, ice cream with toppings, cookies, 
Jell-o, and so much more! But the food isn’t the 
only thing about Hometown Buffet…the looks 
of it are great! The light shines on the tables, 
it is clean and organized, and there are fancy 
decorations! Let’s not forget about the drinks. 
There are different kinds of sodas, juices, tea, 
and coffee. Mmm…Hometown Buffet makes 
me hungry - maybe you, too! Go now. It’s in 
Santa Maria or Oxnard. Enjoy your meal! 

Patty Carachure

Skyrim Elder Scrolls V
My favorite game is Skyrim Elder Scrolls V. It 
is the third game in the Elder Scrolls series. The 
fi rst game was Oblivion, and the second game 
was Morrowind. Oblivion, Morrowind, and 
Elder Scrolls V do not have the same storyline. 
The rating is mature - seventeen and up - so get 
your mom or dad’s permission to buy it. It is a 
one player, free roaming game that has a hint 
of blood. It is made by Bethesda studios, which 
also made the Fallout series. The main objec-
tive is to defeat a dragon named Alduin. You 
have to get to Sovongarde (heaven) to slay him. 
While you are defeating quests free roaming, 
or just trying to get somewhere, dragons might 
attack. Dragons are not alive anymore though, 
so how are they there? Well, Alduin comes out 
of Sovongarde and raises them from the dead. 
If you kill these dragons, you absorb their souls 
and can then learn a shout. To obtain the shouts, 
fi nd a word wall and learn a word; you have to 
fi nd a dragon soul to learn the shout. If you have 
a PC, Mac, X-Box, or PS3 and you want a new 
game, Skyrim is the game to get. 

Sam Owens 

Galanga 
There are a lot of restaurants in Santa Bar-
bara, but Galanga is my favorite. When I 
fi rst walk in, I see a water fountain fi lled with 
roses, with trees surrounding it. As I continue 
to the table, it starts to smell like roasted chil-
es, especially as it starts to get closer to the 
kitchen. Galanga serves Thai food like curry, 
fried rice, salad, and much more. If you order 
the curry, you will get a hot, sweet, and spicy 
curry on a ceramic plate. But if you order the 
soup, you will get a hot sizzling bowl of soup. 
If you like Thai food, this restaurant is the 
one for you. 

Vincent  Lertchareonyong 

Via Maestra 42
I love many different restaurants, but my ab-
solute favorite is Via Maestra 42. When you 
walk into the restaurant, you know right away 
that the place is Italian. You know that because 
of the décor. There are wine bottles, beautiful 
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I have had lots of awkward dreams in my life, 
but this has got to be the weirdest. Imagine 
that you are in New York. Have you been 
there? Think big, black, dark, and polluted. 
People who live there imagine it as sunny, 
happy, with little bunnies jumping about. Not 
in my dream. It is musty and smells of dust. 
I’m celebrating my birthday, and I sit at a table 
with my family: Mom, Dad, and Jake. In real 
life, I don’t have a brother named Jake, but I 
recognize his face. He’s about eight, and I 
am twelve. Then without a warning, a fe-
male soldier comes and tells Mom and Dad 
that they have to go to war. We are put in a 
lab where a scientist explains that we had to be 
frozen until 2090. The freezer was a chrysalis 
with two feet holes. When I woke up, nobody 
was there. Next door, a party was happen-
ing. I felt a little woozy, so I fell. The scene 
changed and I was in a psychiatrist’s offi ce. 
He was talking, but I wasn’t listening. Soon, 
I recognized him somehow. I looked really 
hard, and it was Jack. Then I remember 
that Jack was the name of a boy from my 
old school, M.U.S. Then I woke up. 

Hannah Hitchner 
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fl owers, and Italian tablecloths. You also hear 
magnifi cent music from Italy. Every Italian 
meal is super delicious, but I have to say that 
my favorite meal is meat lasagna, bread with 
butter, hot cocoa, and sweet strawberries. The 
service is wonderful. Everyone who works 
there is very friendly. They’re located on State 
Street near Chaucer’s. I know that if you ever 
go there, you’ll love it! 

Elise Power 

Favorite Restaurants 
There are many great restaurants in Santa Bar-
bara, but one of the best is Shoreline Café. When 
you walk in, you smell a salty breeze because the 
restaurant is on the beach. They serve a variety 
of food from seafood to burgers. They have great 
service, they’re always polite, and their food is 
never late. The Shoreline Café is my favorite 
because I love their food, my family can walk to 
it, and most of all, it is on the beach. Overall, the 
Shoreline Café is a great place to eat. 

Alba Hathaway

My Favorite Game
There are many fun and exciting games, but my 
favorite is chess. Chess is a quiet game. You can 
practically hear the silence and tension. I’m very 
good at chess, so I can see the nervous expres-
sion on an opponent’s face. My chess class plays 
in the lunch area of our school. You can smell 
somebody’s leftover lunch, or the cafeteria food. 
Chess is my favorite game because it involves 
skill and strategy. Chess is a great game to play 
because it helps you focus and exercise your 
brain in a different way. 

Samuel McCarty

L.A. Clippers
There are many good basketball teams, but one 
of the best is the Los Angeles Clippers. They 
currently haven’t won any championships, but 
they have the potential to. The two best play-
ers are Chris Paul (#3) and Blake Griffi n (#32). 
The Clippers are really good. Their plays usually 
involve lobbing the ball to Blake Griffi n, who 
dunks it in the hoop. The Clipper’s colors are 
red, white, and blue. I like the Clippers because 
of their plays. My favorite player is Chris Paul 
because he does jump shots really well. Some 
people call Chris Paul CP3. The Clippers are 
one of the best basketball teams ever!

Jacob Lee

Jenga
There are many games I like, but one of my 
favorite games is called Jenga. It is exciting for 
everyone. In the game, you have to take little 
blocks out of a tower that is also made up of 
blocks. The object of the game is not to let the 
tower fall down or tip over for a long time. I am 
not very good at it, but it is still very fun to play 
even if someone makes the tower fall. When I 
play Jenga, I see my friends with big smiles on 
their faces, and I see how careful they are when 
they try to take a block out of the tower. You 
can hear a big crash when all of the blocks fall 
on the ground. I feel very happy and excited the 
whole time I play Jenga. When it is time to put 
the game away, everyone feels very sad because 
they always want to play about three more 

rounds. Jenga is one of my favorite games and 
most people like Jenga, also. 

Melia Haller

La Stella Cafe 
I like many restaurants, but my absolute favorite 
is La Stella Café. When you walk in, it smells 
like warm grilled cheese and lemon. You in-
stantly feel warm, comforted, and welcome. The 
rooms are quiet and roomy, with a distant sound 
of clanging frying pans. They also have great 
décor, with lights strung everywhere and lots of 
pictures on the wall. They serve French food for 
lunch and dinner. They have great service. La 
Stella Café is my favorite restaurant because it is 
the perfect place to invite friends and family. 

Taylor Wilson 

The Dodgers 
I like many baseball teams such as the Boston 
Red Sox and the Baltimore Orioles, but my 
favorite team is defi nitely the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. When I watch a Dodgers game, I 
see many colors fl ying through the air. You 
may sometimes see blue and white hats or 
jerseys in the stands; if so, people are probably 
wearing Los Angeles Dodgers merchandise. I 
hear shouting, screaming, and yelling coming 
from the crowd, and I smell popcorn, Cracker 
Jacks, hot dogs, and cotton candy. I like the 
Dodgers because of their players. Some of my 
favorite players are Carl Crawford, Hanley 
Ramirez, Andre Ethier, and Matt Kemp. The 
Dodgers have won six World Series champion-
ships, when they were in Brooklyn and in Los 
Angeles. Right now they are fi fth best in the 
National League West. As I said before, I like 
many baseball teams, but my favorite is defi -
nitely the Dodgers. Long live the Dodgers!

Dylan Bell 

The Giants 
The Giants are my favorite baseball team. They 
are my favorite team because they are from 
San Francisco and I love San Francisco. I also 
love the Giants because they have three World 
Series wins. Here are some of the players on the 
team: Barry Zito, who is an amazing pitcher, 
Angel Pagan, who is one the fastest on the team, 
Matt Cain, who threw a perfect game, Brandon 
Crawford, who is an incredible hitter, Sergio 
Romo, who has countless saves, and more. They 
also have the team colors of orange and black, 
and that is another reason I love them. I really 
love the Giants, and you should, too! 

Mario Pasini 

Empress Palace
There are some awesome Chinese restaurants 
in Santa Barbara, but Empress Palace is my fa-
vorite. You walk in and instantly smell the food. 
They have original Chinese food, from seafood 
to Chinese barbeque. They have classic dishes 
like beef chow fun, wonton soup, and Kung Pao 
chicken. There are curtain and marble pillars 
in the doorways. There are paintings of roses, 
bamboo, and speckled koi. There is also a very 
noticeable white vase with carvings of dragons. 
The ceiling is fi lled with lots of lanterns. To the 
left, there is a tank fi lled with lobsters. During 
lunch time,  the placemats have information 
about the Chinese zodiac, which is fun to look 
at while you wait for your food. Their service is 
great. They are kind and always get your order 
right. They are a little pricey but it’s worth it. I 
love Empress Palace! 

Max Barton

Minecraft
Of all the video games I play, my favorite game 
is called Minecraft. You play by using ASDW 
keys to moves, a left click to break blocks and 
punch and a right click to place and use items. 
You use the computer to play. The objective is 
to kill the Ender Dragon. There are so many 
unique monsters in this game, you’d have to 

fi nd out yourself what they all are. You can 
even gather resources to make items. It is so 
much fun! 

Kipling Lee

Halo Reach
My favorite game is Halo Reach. Reach is a 
planet that humans discovered, but there were 
brutes on the planet. There are many aliens, 
but the brutes are big and strong. There is the 
minor, the major, and the chief. Since the hu-
mans took over Earth, the brutes will take over 
Reach and Earth. The brutes also have axe-like 
guns. The game takes place in 2554. It is fun to 
play because of the awesome graphics. 

Sean Waither

The Yetis Attack! 

(Sort Of)
I’ve had a lot of weird and/or bad dreams about 
Cookie Monster and Gonzo, but nothing com-
pared to the bad dream I had when I was three. 
I was in my parent’s room, under the bed, feel-
ing scared. It was daytime, and it was absolutely 
quiet. There were three Yetis from a Rudolph 
the Red-Nose Reindeer movie standing at the 
doorway. My mom, dad, and baby sister were 
behind them. I knew the Yetis wanted to eat me, 
and my family wanted me to be with them, so I 
fi nally plucked up the courage and tried to run 
through the Yetis to my family. The middle Yeti 
got a hold of me by the ankles. I tried to grab 
onto my dad (who was carrying my baby sister), 
but I couldn’t. I was inside the Yeti’s mouth. It 
had no teeth or anything, just a black space. I 
woke up, scared. I went to my mom and dad, 
and they comforted me. Soon, I was sleeping 
soundly again. 

Simona Zaunius 

Via Maestra 42
There are many great restaurants in Santa Bar-
bara, but my favorite is Via Maestra 42. When 
you walk into Via Maestra, the fi rst thing you 
will notice is how friendly the staff is. The next 
thing you will notice is how nice the décor looks. 
Via Maestra has white tablecloths on every table, 
and in the center of each table is a single rose. In 
one corner of the restaurant there is a four-foot 
tall cylinder of cheese. On the walls are photos 
of the owner’s family. Via Maestra has great food 
and desserts. When I go to Via Maestra, I order 
butter and olive oil pasta with salt and pepper. 
For dessert, I get gelato. The food at Via Maestra 
is Italian, so they make great lasagna. Via Maes-
tra 42 is a great place to take friends and family, 
or you can just go by yourself! 

Anna Rai

The Boathouse 
There are many great restaurants in Santa 
Barbara, but my favorite is the Boathouse. The 
Boathouse can make you think you are inside 
a boat! Surfboards hang from the ceiling, and 
a wonderful view overlooks the ocean. When 
you walk in the restaurant, you are surrounded 
by the smell of fresh, roasted food. When you 
eat, you can hear the joyful sounds of people 
laughing and having fun. The Boathouse serves 
seafood as well as other food like hamburg-
ers. My favorite meal there is the butter pasta; 
it is coated with as much parmesan cheese as 
you like. There are many reasons that I like the 
Boathouse, but the thing that really makes it my 
favorite restaurant is the wonderful view!

Mia Andrade 

Halo Reach 
Halo Ranch is a game full of action, adventure, 
and imagination. The main goal of the game is 
to earn medals and kill covenant (aliens). Un-
like most Halo games, you don’t fi ght alone. 
The other people are named Jun, a sniper, 
Gorge, a grenadier, Katt, a technological ex-

pert, Carter, the leader, Emele, an operator, 
Noble 6, the lone wolf, super lethal, and many 
others. When playing Halo Reach, you can use 
armor abilities like invisibility and jet pack, as 
well as armor lock, where your character creates 
a shield around itself that can’t be penetrated.  
You also see a city called New Alexandria, and 
a ship called Pillar of Autumn. The game can 
be used in single player or multiplayer modes. 
Multiplayer can be played with up to 20 
people. The diffi culty is hard no matter what 
mode you are in. Halo is a great game, espe-
cially Reach.

Shane Dixon

Oblivion 
My favorite game is Elder Scrolls IV Oblivion. 
The point of this game is to complete quests 
and earn items. You can also see the wild life, 
the cities, and all the living things. The crea-
tures, times of day, and other things in the 
game make many noises. You, the player, do 
not taste anything, but your character does. 
The characters can also feel all the emotions of 
a normal person. I love Oblivion for all these 
reasons and more. 

Sebastian Harris 

Monopoly 
There are many games throughout the world, 
but my favorite is Monopoly. The colors are 
mostly green, white, and black, but the spaces 
that you land on or own have a colored bar 
across the top. The “chance” and “community 
chest” cards are smooth. The pieces are all tex-
tured. Some of the pieces are a race car, a cell 
phone, a dog, a skateboard, and many more. It is 
a board game with 2-6 players.  One person rolls 
both dice; if they get doubles they roll again. If 
someone rolls doubles three times in one turn, 
they go to jail. If you don’t roll doubles on the 
fi rst or second try, you move. If you land on a 
space that has not been bought, you can buy it 
with your money. If you land on a space that has 
been bought, you have to pay the person who 
owns it a certain amount of money. You start 
with $1,250. This game is fun and mathemati-
cal. I think it is very entertaining! 

Lily Stevens 

Santa Barbarians 

Soccer Team
My favorite soccer team is the Santa Barbarians. 
We play all over California. I really like being 
outdoors. One of the reasons I like this team is 
because we win so many tournaments. Some of 
the tournaments that we play are in Camarillo, 
Downey, Palmdale, Moorpark, Oxnard, Glen-
dale, and Santa Barbara. When we play in these 
tournaments, we have to wear our uniforms. 
Our team colors are blue and white. Our team 
has nine and ten year old’s. There is something 
special about this team. Maybe it is that we are 
super stars. We win so many games, and I hope 
we keep on winning. Let’s go, Santa Barbarians!

Balzhana Lavine 

F.C. Barcelona 
My favorite sports team is a soccer team: F.C. 
Barcelona, or F.C.B. One of the main reasons I 
like this team is because they have my favorite 
players, Messi and Alexis. F.C. Barcelona plays 
in a passing formation, only shooting when 
they need to. I think this a great strategy. F.C. 
Barcelona has many uniform colors, such as 
red, blue, pink, and yellow, but my favorite has 
bright orange specks. F.C. Barcelona is one of 
the most talented teams in La Liga, the Span-
ish League. They have over 20 titles, many 
playing as the underdog. They have become 
popular only in the last couple of years. Now, 
F.C. Barcelona has become one of the top soc-
cer teams in the world. 

Aidan Pomerantz

CONTINUED >>
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Swedish National 
My favorite sports team is the Swedish National 
Soccer Team. I like them because my favorite 
player, Ibrahimovic (#10) is on that team. An-
other reason I like this team is because their 
jerseys are yellow and blue, which are my favor-
ite colors. They have superior ball control, and 
almost all their shots are on target. In Europe, 
they call soccer, futbol. Although they haven’t 
won any titles, they still are one of the best na-
tional teams in the world. There is also a player 
whose last name is Svensson, which is my last 
name. But I like them most of all because I am 
Swedish. This team is so special to me, and it 
will always be that way! 

Alec Svensson 

Ms.
White

Water Polo
I love water polo. I love being in the water. Wa-
ter polo is a full contact sport. It is very hard to 
play water polo. In water polo you have to be a 
strong swimmer. The most important position 
is the hole set. This is the player who scores the 
most, but the whole team makes this possible.  
The hole set is usually the biggest player on the 
team. These are a few reasons I like water polo. 

Jesse Osterhage 

Family Memory 
My special family memory is when I went to 
Disneyland for my 10th birthday. I went with 
my parents, grandma, and younger brother. We 
went on an exiting ride called Splash Mountain 
and got soaked. We spent three days there and 
got to stay in a hotel. The next day we went on 
The Little Mermaid ride and Winnie the Pooh 
because my brother really wanted to. It was fun 
taking pictures with Mickey Mouse and Minnie 
Mouse. The last day we were there, my brother 
and I got to choose the fi nal rides to go on. He 
chose Peter Pan’s Adventure  which was really 
exciting, and I picked Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride be-
cause I love the part where it looks like the train 
is going to crash into you. Those were the best 
three days of my life! I wish that trip to Disney-
land would happen again soon. 

Daniela Soto 

Special 

Family Delivery
Looking out the car window and see-
ing different places and landmarks was 
an exciting and wonderful special family 
memory. Last summer I traveled to 27 states 
around the U.S. Temperatures varied in the 
different states, but to tell you the truth, it was 
hot almost everywhere, except in the hotels! 
Overall, my favorite cities were Washington 
D.C. and New York City. To me, the cities felt 
abstract because of the buildings with strong, 
thick smoky smells and the crowds that were all 
around me. Another thing I loved and really en-
joyed was visiting my relatives in Alabama. The 
food there was delicious and the aromas would 
creep up my nose. Long distance driving paid 
off when I looked out the car window to see the 
desert and valley landscapes and the beautiful, 
colorful life all around me. 

Coleman Mortenson 

Going to Mexico 
My favorite family memory is one I will never 
forget. When I was seven, I went to Mexico 
with my cousin Tanya who was only 17. The air-
port was very confusing. The plane was huge! I 
sat near the window because it was my fi rst time 

on a plane. The airplane food was absolutely aw-
ful! It tasted like soap and plastic cheese. When 
I got off the plane, I saw my family waiting. On 
the way to my grandma’s house, the outdoors 
did not smell good. I started to hold my breath 
for a while. When I got to the house, it was 
bigger than I thought it would be. I really liked 
going to Mexico. The plane ride, being with my 
family, and seeing new things were very exciting. 

Stephanie Perez 

Water Polo 
I love the thrill when I am playing a game of 
water polo. It feels like a big game of tag. I feel 
the blue, cold water splashing my face, and the 
ball gripped in my hand. I taste the trapped pool 
water in my mouth; the chemicals of the chlo-
rine taste bitter when I swim. I can smell the 
chlorine in the blue pool. I see my teammates 
around me calling for the ball, and the water 
hitting my face. I love to hear the sound of the 
pool water crashing like waves. I was interested 
in this sport because I do junior life guarding 
and  I swim a lot in the summer;  my friends 
said I should join the team. Water polo is a hard 
game to learn. Coaches usually say it takes about 
100 games to get the hang out it. I like playing 
in warm weather because you get to be in the 
cold pool. Water polo is an active, competitive 
sport that makes me happy. I will continue to 
play in the future. 

Claire Kronen

Lacrosse 
Lacrosse is a very thrilling, fast game. You wear 
shoulder pads, arm pads, gloves, and a helmet. 
In a game, your best friends are your stick and 
your teammates. When you are cradling up 
the fi eld, you try to score on the goalie. The 
best feeling is when you have a fast streak and, 
wham! You shoot as fast as you can towards the 
goal, aiming for the four corners of the goal. If 
you miss, you try to get the ball before it goes 
out of bounds. Then you try to shoot or pass 
again. Another good feeling is when you get an 
assist. I like lacrosse because it is a game where 
you get to learn and do so much. 

Ian Jones 

Basketball
I love the thrill of playing in a basketball game. 
One thing that makes basketball exciting is the 
different sounds that you hear. You can hear a 
mixture of the offi cial’s whistles blowing, the 
players’ shoes squeaking, and the fans yelling 
and screaming from the stands. Another thing 
that makes basketball exciting is the variety of 
sights when you walk into the gym. You can 
see people’s colorful shoes, the basketballs, the 
hoops, and the hardwood courts. The reason 
that basketball is my favorite sport is that it’s 
incredibly hard to play, and I love being chal-
lenged. You also have to consistently practice 
lots of technique every day if you want to 
become a better player. Even though it is hard 
work, it always pays off. Basketball is hard work, 
but overall it is a very fun sport. 

Ben Partee

Soccer
Soccer is a very active and exhilarating sport. I 
prefer to play in the morning because it is cool 
and everything is fresh. Soccer is fun to play 
when it is raining because it is harder to score. I 
like to play at Elings Park and Dwight Murphy 
Park in Santa Barbara. Soccer can be easy and 
hard. It depends on the team you are playing. 
Soccer is my favorite sport. I would like to play 
on a professional team like the L.A. Galaxy’s. I 
love soccer so much! 

Jason Martyniuk

Soccer 
I guess defense isn’t the most coveted position 
on the fi eld, but it’s defi nitely important. I’ve 
been playing soccer for about six years. I play in 
AYSO and in a spring league. There are many 
senses felt in soccer, such as the smell of the 
grass or the sound of your coach directing you, 
and the feeling of the ball hitting your cleats. 
In order to win, your whole team has 

to be on the same page, so if you 
loose, you have the whole team 

to blame. Soccer takes a lot 
of discipline, practice, and 
teamwork. I enjoy play-
ing soccer so much. 

Evan Sherman 

Family Memory 
My favorite family memory is going 

to Six Flags Magic Mountain where 
my mom let me get an airbrush tattoo 

and cape I went on rides like the Jetstream, 
Goldrusher, Tidal Wave, a little rollercoaster, 

the Swashbuckler, and the swings. There are 
more rides that I went on, but I don’t remem-

ber what they were called.  We got a cheese 
pizza to eat. When we left, we took my sister’s 
friend home and then we went home. I love Six 
Flags because the rides are awesome. I hope we 
go again soon. 

Gabriel Perez

My Favorite Sport! 
My favorite sport is football. I love to play it 
at the park. Sometimes I watch it with my dad 
at home. My favorite team is the Colts. I have 
been playing football for two years. I like how 
the ball feels when you catch it. Sometimes I 
will play it at school with my friends. My dad 
and I play catch at our house every day. This is 

my favorite sport because I like to play it 
and my family likes it, too. 

Jesse Valadez 

Favorite Sport 
The cheering, the urge to win, the 

whistling, the fun – these are the 
feelings of basketball. Have you played 

basketball before? You can shoot and you can 
dribble the ball. I play at the YMCA. I love to 
play basketball with my friends. We practice all 
the time at school, at home, or even at the park. 
Sometimes I scrimmage with my friends. If you 

don’t know what that means, it’s like a pick up 
game. Thank you for your attention. I hope that 
you like basketball as much as I do. 

Liam McCoy

Baseball 
These are some baseball rules! The fi rst rule is 
a mercy. A mercy is when your team is ahead 
by a lot, but the other team can score a certain 
amount of points to stay in the game. After 
three strikes and three outs, the teams switch. 
If you catch the ball but then drop it, the run-
ner can still run! You may be in the lead, but be 
cautious because the other team can pick you 
off. Those are some of the rules of baseball. 

Carlos Garcia

Skiing 
Have you ever felt the rush when you are about 
to go off of a ski jump? I have, at Mammoth 
Mountain. When you are skiing, you can feel 
the cold snow blowing on your face. On a hot 
day, you can feel the hot sun beating down on 
you. At lunch time you get to taste the best 
food ever made! I love the hot chili with cheese, 
sandwiches, and pizza at The Mill Restaurant. 
When you are skiing, you can hear people 
talking and the sounds of lifts moving up and 
down. The smell of fresh mountain air and pines 
makes you feel fresh. I see skiers and snow-
boarders racing down the hill and I see green 
trees and white snow. Going to Mammoth and 
experiencing skiing is a big rush. 

Sierra Clark 

My Family Memory
My favorite family memory was when we went 
swimming in the warm waters of Mexico. We 
stayed in a family resort that had a bunch of 
pools leading to the ocean. When my family and 
I got settled, we discovered a baby lizard about 
an inch long living under the TV stand. We fed 
him lettuce and he stayed a few days. The reason 
we were in Mexico was to celebrate my aunt’s 
wedding. I had so much fun swimming in the 
pools and in the ocean. This trip to Mexico was 
the best trip ever. 

Alec Mclaughin 

Peru
It was a warm spring day when we went and 
swam in an inlet coming out of the Amazon 
River. It was shallow and cold. Afterward, we 
went to a wooden house where stayed in Peru. 
The next day, my dad asked where we could fi sh 
for piranhas. Our host told us they were at the 
spot where we swam the day before. My dad 
was surprised when he heard that. He asked 
why they didn’t eat us. The man explained that 
in spring, a lot of food goes in the water, so the 
piranhas are plump and fat. We caught a few 
and ate them for dinner. They tasted like ordi-
nary fi sh. Peru was amazing.

Ruby Bellomy 

Baseball 
Baseball is a sport like no other sport; it requires 
patience. They say baseball is 50% mental, 
which means that you have to be confi dent to 
play. It is the great American pastime. This 

because my brother really wanted to. It was fun 
taking pictures with Mickey Mouse and Minnie 
Mouse. The last day we were there, my brother 
and I got to choose the fi nal rides to go on. He 
chose Peter Pan’s Adventure  which was really 
exciting, and I picked Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride be-
cause I love the part where it looks like the train 
is going to crash into you. Those were the best 
three days of my life! I wish that trip to Disney-
land would happen again soon. 

Daniela Soto 

Family Delivery
Looking out the car window and see-
ing different places and landmarks was 
an exciting and wonderful special family 
memory. Last summer I traveled to 27 states 
around the U.S. Temperatures varied in the 
different states, but to tell you the truth, it was 
hot almost everywhere, except in the hotels! 
Overall, my favorite cities were Washington 
D.C. and New York City. To me, the cities felt 
abstract because of the buildings with strong, 
thick smoky smells and the crowds that were all 
around me. Another thing I loved and really en-
joyed was visiting my relatives in Alabama. The 
food there was delicious and the aromas would 
creep up my nose. Long distance driving paid 
off when I looked out the car window to see the 
desert and valley landscapes and the beautiful, 
colorful life all around me. 

Coleman Mortenson 

Going to Mexico 
My favorite family memory is one I will never 
forget. When I was seven, I went to Mexico 
with my cousin Tanya who was only 17. The air-
port was very confusing. The plane was huge! I 
sat near the window because it was my fi rst time 

you miss, you try to get the ball before it goes 
out of bounds. Then you try to shoot or pass 
again. Another good feeling is when you get an 
assist. I like lacrosse because it is a game where 
you get to learn and do so much. 

Ian Jones 

order to win, your whole team has 
to be on the same page, so if you 

loose, you have the whole team 
to blame. Soccer takes a lot 

of discipline, practice, and 

Family Memory 
My favorite family memory is going 

to Six Flags Magic Mountain where 
my mom let me get an airbrush tattoo 

and cape I went on rides like the Jetstream, 
Goldrusher, Tidal Wave, a little rollercoaster, 

the Swashbuckler, and the swings. There are 
more rides that I went on, but I don’t remem-

ber what they were called.  We got a cheese 
pizza to eat. When we left, we took my sister’s 
friend home and then we went home. I love Six 
Flags because the rides are awesome. I hope we 
go again soon. 

My Favorite Sport! 
My favorite sport is football. I love to play it 
at the park. Sometimes I watch it with my dad 
at home. My favorite team is the Colts. I have 
been playing football for two years. I like how 
the ball feels when you catch it. Sometimes I 
will play it at school with my friends. My dad 
and I play catch at our house every day. This is 

my favorite sport because I like to play it 
and my family likes it, too. 

Favorite Sport 
The cheering, the urge to win, the 

whistling, the fun – these are the 
feelings of basketball. Have you played 

basketball before? You can shoot and you can 
dribble the ball. I play at the YMCA. I love to 
play basketball with my friends. We practice all 
the time at school, at home, or even at the park. 
Sometimes I scrimmage with my friends. If you 
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sport is also important to all of kinds people all 
over the world. The one thing that makes it dif-
ferent from any other sport is match ups. Match 
ups are how the Astros (not that great of a team) 
can beat the Yankees (a really rich and good 
team). There is so much history in baseball, and 
I really love to play it. 

Zane Valeska

Basketball 
The ball fl ies across the court…poetry in mo-
tion. I see people watching in the bleachers. 
The smell of rubber soles fi lls my nose. I can 
hear the bouncing of basketballs against wood. 
I love basketball. It is a great way to exercise, 
running up and down the court and passing and 
shooting. It is a wonderful sport and is so much 
fun to play. Did you know the chance of getting 
into the NBA is less than the chance of get-
ting struck by lightening? Basketball is truly an 
amazing sport. I love basketball. 

Aidan Young 

Dance
Have you ever performed in front of hundreds 
of people? I’m lucky that so many great dance 
opportunities have come my way. When I’m 
dancing on stage, I can feel the warm lights 
shining on me. I love to dance because it makes 
me happy and I love to make other people 
happy with my passion. I have been dancing 
for several years. I started dancing when I was 
three. I do everything from ballet to jazz to 
hip hop, contemporary to fl amenco. My mom 
refers to me as a “busy bee.” I love the voice 
of my dance teachers yelling, “5, 6, 7, 8!” I can 
dance from 3:30 in the afternoon to 9:00 at 
night! I hope I continue to dance in the future. 

Kailani Cordero 

Baseball 
The wind-ups, and the pitch, and strike three 
– the A’s are champions. I love baseball. It 
feels great when I get a good hit, or when you 
strike out the batters. I can hear coaches giv-
ing instructions, the crowd cheering, the other 
coaches telling the other team what to do, and 
the other team’s crowd cheering. When I’m 
in the batter’s box, I can see the people on the 
fi eld, the runners on the bases, and where I 
want to hit the ball. Hitting is hard because 
you don’t know what pitch the pitcher will 
throw. When I’m pitching, it’s always hard to 
end the inning or the game, because I have to 
focus on not throwing a pitch that can be hit 
far. Baseball takes a lot of skill and concentra-
tion. Baseball is my favorite sport! 

Bryce Warrecker 

Palm Springs 
I went to Palm Springs with my family and a 
few relatives last year. When we got there, the 
ground felt hot under my shoes. When we ar-
rived at our hotel, it was nice and cool inside. 
The next day we took the train to the mountain. 
The ice felt cold and was slippery. I also touched 
a cold river. This was one of my favorite trips 
because I saw and did so many cool things. I 
really like Palm Springs. 

Isaiah Myers

Gymnastics 
I love the rush when I’m running down the 
vault rack about to do a dive roll. When I am 
in the gym practicing gymnastics, technique 
is all that I think about. I hear the pounding 
on the fl oor as I am stretching my splits. I 
love the taste of the ice cold water when I am 
exhausted. When I am on the uneven bars, I 
can smell the dusty chalk when I am spinning 
through the air. I can feel the scruffi ness of 
the blue carpet as I grip it in the middle of a 
back walk over. I love to watch the team girls 
doing their backhand springs. Gymnastics is 
so much fun. What made me interested in 
this sport was when I watched the Olympics 

and saw the gymnasts doing really cool things; 
I wanted to be as fl exible and strong as they 
were. That’s what inspired me. I really like 
gymnastics and I hope if you are interested in 
doing it, you will like it, too! 

Brooke Clark

Soccer 
Soccer is an exciting sport, one of my favorites. 
Have you ever played a game of soccer? I play 
with a ball about as big as a basketball. It is 
almost always black and white. The weather is 
usually sunny and I play outside on the grass. I 
love the outdoors. I usually hear some cheering 
and sometimes the ball being kicked. I hardly 
smell anything at all, but sometimes I do smell 
grass. I don’t taste anything except when I drink 
water. Soccer is a fun sport. You should play, too! 

Roxy McNamara 

Football
Football is a very physical sport. Once I walk 
onto the fi eld, it feels like a war zone. The other 
team’s players look at my team like we are an 
enemy. I can hear the crowd cheering and boo-
ing. The pads feel like bricks glued to my shoul-
ders. The referee fl ips the coin and sets up the 
ball. Once one team kicks the ball, the game has 
begun. I’m on the fi eld until the game is done. 
Our coach says, “If we win, the other team’s 
fi eld is offi cially owned by us.” I have played 
easy teams and hard teams. But things didn’t get 
any easier - they got harder. If you want to be a 
superstar or a professional football player, or in 
the playoffs, you better play hard! Football is my 
passion. I want to strive to be the best. 

Jacob Talaugon 

Fun at the Fair 
The fair is amazing. One time, my dad and I 
went to a really big fair. We played a ring toss 
game, and my dad won me a big stuffed dino-
saur. I was happy. We went to In-n-Out Burger 
and drove home. My dad said it was a memo-
rable day. 

Ethan Morales 

Animal in the Pool
My favorite family memory is very unique and 
silly. One night my nana and I had a sleepover 
together, and we went swimming at night in her 
pool. The pool smelled so bad because manure 
had just been put all over the plants around the 
pool. Before we jumped in, we saw what looked 
like a rat swimming along the edge trying to get 
out. He was so cute, and he was only four inches 
long. I wasn’t even scared. My grandma got a 
bucket and saved his life. My sleepover with 
nana was fantastic and made a great memory 
for me. 

Maya Panizzon 

Soccer is Pure 

Excitement 
Playing soccer is pure excitement. When you 
score, it feels like you have butterfl ies in your 
stomach. When you make a corner kick, you 
should kick the ball in the middle so a teammate 
can header it. A hat trick is when you score 
three goals. An olympico is when you score 
by curving it from the corner kick. When you 
shoot a free kick, you should curve it so it looks 
like it’s going out, but then it goes in the goal. I 
can’t wait to score again! 

Brian Castro 

Disneyland 
My special day was when my mom and dad 
decided to take me and my sister to Disney-
land. There were rides and shops everywhere. 
We had a delicious cup of chocolate ice cream. 
There were many Disney characters every-
where. We saw Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
and got an autograph from them! This was 
my favorite day because we spent family time 

together. We bought many souvenirs so we 
wouldn’t forget that day. I will always remem-
ber Disneyland. 

Berenice Abundez

Angel 
Have you ever met a real life angel? In 2013, I 
saw an angel and at 11 years old, she went away. 
Her hair was smooth as silk and her name was 
Celien. She was my cousin. She was my favorite 
cousin; she was very helpful to my brother and 
me. When she was 11 on January 24, 2013, she 
went back to God. She watches over me and my 
family, and she is spiritually with us. So when 
a loved one passes away, don’t be too sad. Their 
spirit is still with you. 

D’Angelo Rangel

My Favorite Sport: 

Volleyball 
Have you ever heard the smack of the small 
white ball hitting your hand and fl ying over 
the net? Well, I hear it all the time. I’ve played 
different sports since I was four years old. I’ve 
played soccer, dance, swimming, and more, but 
I found my love for one particular sport – vol-
leyball. When my dad was at U.C. Berkeley he 
played, and he is in their Hall of Fame. I love 
the feel of my arms smacking the ball, my feet 
jumping high off the ground, and most of all 
my hand swatting the ball like a fl y on the wall. 
The passion that I have for volleyball makes it 
a joy to play. I hope I can play forever and be 
just like my dad, a volleyball champion. 

Madison Jaimes

Sea World 
When I was little, my whole family went to 
Sea World. We went on rides and touched 
animals. We stayed overnight in a hotel. The 
next morning we touched stingrays and saw 
whales, sharks, turtles, dolphins, and seals.  We 
saw other animals that I had never seen before 
and took their photos. We went on a water ride 
called Manta. It was really fun because we got 
soaked.  The Wild Arctic is a simulated plane 
ride that was exciting. My sister and I went on 
a ride called Shipwreck Rapid. It was really fun 
because it was just the two of us. I hope we go 
to Sea World again. 

Sikoma Angeles 

Mr.
nitikman

Drawing Cartoons
I never knew exactly how to draw cartoons…until 
now. I was in second grade and my friends were 
playing outside, as I sat in a state of utter con-
centration. Discarded scraps of paper lay at my 
heels and all across the room; lying in a sad state 
were blunted, snapped pencils. Covered in eraser 
scraps, I reached for the pencil sharpener once 
again. I twisted my pencil in a rhythmic motion 
until I was satisfi ed with my sharp tip of graphite. 
I kept scribbling on my paper until a proud smile 
leapt across my face. I ran outside holding my 
paper in triumph, grabbing all my friends. Before 
us on my paper sat a fi gure. His head was a plain 
circle and had eyes for lines. His body was an 
elongated half oval and his arms and legs were 
stick lines. My friends stared in awe. My hands 
were sweating. My friends exploded in excite-
ment. From then on, they called me “Ben Myth,” 
or “that one guy,” because that’s whom I drew. 

Ben McAvene 

My Dog
My favorite animal is a dog, but not just any 
dog. My dog is a one-and-a-half-year-old 
golden retriever named Ginger. We have had 
a special bond ever since we met each other. 
Ginger is my favorite — but not just because 
she’s my dog. She’s smart, very friendly, lovable, 

and makes a great companion. She will make 
anyone’s day a little better. That’s why Ginger is 
my absolute favorite animal. 

Rachel Murphy 

It
I wake up to a very light weight sitting on 
top of me. I sit up and am greeted warmly by 
something soft and full of comfort. I get up and 
get ready for school. I notice that something is 
watching me. It stares at its plate until I get the 
food, and then prances away happily. I play with 
it until I go to school where it waits for me until 
I am home. When I return, it showers kisses all 
over until my face is wet and then it rolls over 
for me to give it its daily belly rub. It does tricks 
until I am pleased then decides to take a nap. It’s 
black and brown and feels like luscious velvet all 
over. It never misses a chance to give me kisses, 
but what is it? It’s my favorite animal in my life, 
my puppy dog, Toby. 

Ben Sherman 

My Dog
You’ve heard of an albino golden retriever, right? 
But I don’t think that you have ever heard of a 
black golden retriever! Black golden retrievers 
are born with black fur. The chance of one be-
ing born is one in fi ve million. The chance of an 
albino is one in 10 million. Well…I have a black 
golden retriever! Here is how I got it. My grand-
ma knew a man from bingo who knew a breeder 
with a show dog. The show dog had eight pup-
pies and one was black. The breeder didn’t want 
to have a dog that was so different from the rest. 
In fact, one of the sheets for that litter of puppies 
listed my dog as “did not survive.” The breeder 
gave the dog to my grandma’s friend and he gave 
her to us. I assure you, that dog did survive!

Jackson Weidman 

The Math Superbowl 
Washington School has produced many great 
mathematicians and every one of them is very 
competitive. I knew I was in for some dif-
fi culty going into it, but I made up my mind 
and charged into the 2012 South Coast Math 
Superbowl. The Superbowl is an annual competi-
tion held in Santa Barbara County to pit the best 
student mathematicians in the area against each 
other to represent their schools. This meant a lot 
to me and I knew that if I were to succeed in get-
ting to the competition, I would have to maintain 
the standard of my school. Whatever I did would 
affect the way Washington was looked upon. For 
these reasons, I practiced intently. For me, this 
meant practicing various problem-solving tech-
niques. This occupied my time as a top priority 
and took away from other activities. As the day 
of testing drew near, anticipation boiled inside of 
me. I was nervous countless times in that venture, 
but nothing compared to the fi nal qualifying test, 
and the reading of the roster that decided who 
would go to the actual event. The names were 
read off one by one. The sound of my name hit 
me as a blow of relief and then euphoria. I had 
made the team because of a single point. I con-
tinued practicing, and before I knew it, the day 
that had always seemed so far in the future was 
suddenly the present. As I sat at a long rectangu-
lar table inside a lofty room, my hand gripped my 
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pencil with savage pressure. My heart beat out of 
my chest as I looked at the plain test in front of 
me, inviting me to try my luck. I turned the page 
and began the test. The efforts of my whole team 
won us the title of fi rst place fourth grade team, 
but ultimately showed me that anything can be 
accomplished if you try hard enough. That day 
I won the feeling of holding my chin just a little 
higher and that hard work always pays off;  I have 
never lost that feeling. 

Ryan A. Hathaway 

The Spelling Bee
I’ve always been a good speller. But was I a really 
good speller? That’s what I wanted to know, so I 
signed up for my school’s spelling bee. Last year, I 
placed fi fth. This year, I worked hard and placed 
second, enough to move on to the Santa Barbara 
County Bee. I didn’t stop there. Every night I 
practiced words. I missed evenings of games with 
my family and long 9 o’clock walks, but I kept 
spelling. Finally, it was time for the bee. My heart 
beat like a drum in that small, cramped room 
with the spectacular view. I glanced out the win-

dow at the rolling hills. “The word is…” I turned 
back to my paper and spelled away. Was I the 
only one who thought the words were easy? For a 
long time I had no mistakes, but at long last I did 
make my third mistake. I was out! Suddenly, I 
realized nobody had correctly spelled the word — 
back in! After 59 words and just four incorrect, 
I had won. All my hard work had paid off! Now 
I move on to the state bee. Even if I don’t win, I 
look forward to the experience and am proud to 
look back on my greatest accomplishment. 

Rhea Kommerell 

The Most Amazing 

Animal in the World
It is the most amazing creature in the world and 
it’s called the fi sh. They may seem boring to some 
people, but fi sh are quite interesting. Something 
neat about fi sh is that they breathe air under-
water. I mainly like fi sh because of my fi sh, Iron 
Man. Iron Man is a male veil-tail beta fi sh which 
is very small and red. I like watching Iron Man 
although he doesn’t do much. One reason is be-
cause veil-tail betas fl oat around a lot so they can 
show off their colors to attract females. I also like 
fi sh in the wild. I am much more interested in 
wild fi sh because they can have many shapes and 
colors. I like blacksmith fi sh the most because 
they look very colorful. They are blacksmith fi sh 
because they have black spots all over their blue-
colored bodies. I found out about them and saw 
many in the wild at the Catalina Island Marine 
Institute. These are just some of the reasons why 
I love fi sh. 

Dominic Paul Marchetti 

Learning the Rubik’s Cube 
It all started on a warm Sunday night. I was 
just relaxing and thinking of what to do, and I 

thought of my friend Bryan and how I always 
admire him for how he can do the Rubik’s cube. 
I have always wanted to try to solve it, but have 
never had time. But today, I had a lot of time. 
First I tried just solving it, but as some of you 
might have experienced, I just couldn’t do it. I 
went to my computer and typed in, “How to 
solve the Rubik’s cube.” I clicked on the fi rst 
video and started working. It’s a lot more com-
plicated than it seems. You have to memorize all 
these patterns. There were a lot of patterns, so I 
wrote them down on a piece of paper. I went to 
my room and sat there for an hour or two and 
practiced and practiced. I fi nally solved it after a 
few hours and I was so excited that I ran outside 
and even showed my gardener. If you ever have 
some time, I recommend trying to solve the Ru-
bik’s cube. 

Kylan O’Connor 

Bulldogs
I adore bulldogs because of their soft chubby 
faces and their lovable personalities. When you’re 
close to one, you just want to hug it. Their end-
less wrinkles and soft fur is a total child magnet! 
Our pet bulldog is just the perfect pooch; being 
chubby and hyper is a plus for a dog. I remember 
the day I got our fi rst bulldog, Pete. It was the 
end of gymnastics and I walked over to my father. 
He was talking to a lady and just as I reached 
them they said their farewells. The next day, my 
dad came home with the cutest, chubbiest, laziest 
bulldog I have ever seen! And to this day we love 
him even when he’s not there. 

Sofi a Di Padova 

Beavers
I love beavers. Why? Their characteristics of 
course! They have huge teeth that they use to get 
nutrients from wood! To me, that’s pretty cool. 

This is why I did my report on them in third 
grade. I had a lot of fun, and I learned a lot, but 
I was disappointed because I had never actually 
seen a beaver in real life. That is, until we re-did 
our front yard. We were driving back from the 
nursery after buying a tree, and we stopped at 
an old bridge to look at a stream. Then my dad 
noticed something. In the middle of a large pool 
of water, there was something that looked like a 
beaver lodge, and there was the dam, and wait! 
Out came a wet, brown, furry, fl at-tailed, big-
toothed beaver! It was amazing. On this little 
stream in a small place, a beaver had built its 
home. And we of all people had seen it. And that 
is why beavers will always be my favorite animal. 

Kristiana Budke

My Dog Midnight 
I have seen many animals in my life, but before I 
got Midnight, there was a hole in my heart. Mid-
night fi lled this hole. She takes a lot of work, but 
she’s worth it. Midnight isn’t trained yet, so she 
doesn’t come when she is called, which makes it 
even worse when she goes somewhere she is not 
supposed to be. She also bites a bit and is very 
fast, so when we do catch her, she usually bites us 
and wiggles away. That about wraps it up. I hope 
you like this brief overview of my dog, Midnight. 

Jessica Erickson

My Greatest 

Accomplishment 
My greatest accomplishment, I think, was when I 
got a hat trick against the best goalie in my roller 
hockey league at the Earl Warren Fair Grounds. 
The hat trick was against a friend of mine. My 
fi rst goal was a top-shelf goal on his blocker side. 
I was fi lled with joy. I would never have thought 
I could score on him. My second goal was the 
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same, just on his glove side. He is normally very 
good on his glove side, so I was surprised when 
it went in. My last goal was the luckiest 

one I have ever seen or been 
involved with. A player on 
my team cleared the puck 
from our side into their 
side. It was way in front of 

the goalie, but he tried to hit 
it away from one of our play-

ers who had skated in front of 
me. The goalie missed the puck 

and the player on my team tried to 
score on the empty net, but missed 

the puck! Skating up behind him, I 
had the last chance for the goal. I made 

contact and scored in the empty net. Right 
away I knew I had a hat trick, but no one in 

the stands threw their hats. I was a little disap-
pointed, but I had a great game. 

Sean Yamasaki 

Finger Monkeys 
Imagine a monkey the size of your fi nger. This 
becomes a reality because of fi nger monkeys. 
They are about 14-16cm tall, and are the cut-
est animals you will ever see. Their real name 
is the pygmy marmoset, but most people just 
call them fi nger monkeys. Finger monkeys 
differ in color, but are usually just brown, red, 
orange, and black. They are mammals and 
omnivores and weigh 120-140g. They also 
live for 8-12 years. Finger monkeys’ fa-
vorite food is tree sap, but they like a lot 

of other foods, too, including fruit, spi-
ders, and insects. Their predators are 
birds, snakes, and wildcats. They live 
in various places including Mexico, 

Columbia, Peru, and Costa 
Rica. I fi rst heard about them 

when my friend did a re-

port for school and showed the whole class. They 
are my favorite animals because they intrigue me 
and make me want to learn more about them. I 
have not seen one yet, but my goal is to see one 
soon. Finger monkeys make me feel happy and 
put a smile on my face. I think fi nger monkeys 
are awesome and I hope you do, too.

Morgan Fell

Sea Turtles 
When I think of sea turtles, I think of wonder-
ful sea mammals that look so pretty as they fl ow 
through the water. I like them a lot because they 
live in the ocean and I love the ocean. They vary 
in color from pale green to almost black. They 
live in most every ocean except for the Arctic. Sea 
turtles can live up to 100 years old, and some over 
150 years old depending on their species. They 
spend most of their life in the ocean but they are 
born on land and the females have to come up 
on shore to give birth. Some of the different spe-
cies are leather back sea turtles, green sea turtles, 
and black sea turtles. Leather back turtles are the 
largest; they can weigh up to 1,000 pounds. The 
green sea turtle weigh about 400 pounds and the 
black sea turtle usually weighs about 275 pounds. 
The different types of sea turtles’ diets vary. Both 
the black and green sea turtles eat sea grasses and 
algae. The leatherback sea turtles eat jellyfi sh and 
other animals with soft bodies. Other species of 
turtles prefer to eat shrimp, squid, crab, or sea-
weed. I have only seen sea turtles once in Hawaii, 
and it was from a distance. I really hope to see 
them again. 

Mya Chiarappa 

My Pet Rat 
Have you ever considered having a pet rat? I 
have, and my family has, too. They are one of 
the sweetest and smartest animals, and they can 

run around your shoulders. My pet rat’s name is 
Morris, and he is very special to me because he 
is a rare Blue Rat, even though he’s grey in color. 
When I fi rst met Morris’s parents, they were in 
my sister’s 5th grade class in 2009. After they had 
babies, my sister gave me the birthday present of 
letting me pick out one of the baby pet rats. I was 
so excited! There were seven or eight baby rats 
altogether. It was very hard to choose one, but I 
know I made the right choice. When I picked up 
the little fellow, he was very mellow and when 
I scratched his stomach, he nearly fell asleep. 
When we got home, I put him in his new cage 
that we had gotten the day before. That’s where 
he lives today. Maybe someday you’ll have a pet 
rat of your own. 

Adam Spradley 

Math Superbowl 
Hearts pounding, a pencil grasped tightly in your 
hand, you hear the word “start,” yelled across 
the other side of the room. All around, pages are 
being fl ipped, and you open your test to the fi rst 
page. You start frantically reading math problems 
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and bubbling in A,B,C, D. You’re fi nally on the 
last problem, and you quickly draw a logic box. 
You have one minute left on the 55-minute test 
and you draw x’s and o’s. Just as you fi nish the 
problem, the buzzer goes off and time up. A lot 
of practice has been leading up to this fi nal test. 
Every Thursday morning we walked from our 
class to an empty classroom. There, we would 
begin our Math Superbowl practice for the day. 
First, to actually practice for Math Superbowl, 
the group of kids that wanted to try out had to do 
a qualifying test. About 14 kids made it through 
that cut. Then for about two months, the 14 
kids, including me, would go to Math Superbowl 
practice. Then came another two qualifying tests, 
one each week on Mondays. Five other kids and 
I made that cut. Then came approximately three 
weeks of intense practice until we took six tests 
to see which of the kids would represent Wash-
ington School, and who would be the alternates. 
After taking these qualifying tests, I got the 
envelope saying which students were going to be 
on the team. I walked home without opening 
the letter so that I would be able to open 

it with my parents. When I opened the letter, it 
read, “Congratulations, you are one of the four 
to compete in the Santa Barbara County annual 
Math Superbowl event.” I didn’t accomplish this 
without hard work, though. First of all, I had to 
eat really well, not get sick, and get to bed really 
early before the tests. Being on the Math Super-
bowl team is not only important for earning a 
good math reputation, but it has also signifi cantly 
improved my math skills and has helped me learn 
tricks to make math problems easier. Since then, 
I have continued to practice for the next Math 
Superbowl event! 

Bryan Shott   

Sticky Red 
When I was three years old, my family took a trip 
to Todos Santos, Mexico. In a bed and breakfast 
I found a gecko stuck on a gooey red lollipop. My 
dad helped me pour water on it until he was free. 
The gecko was  dark brown and one inch long. 
He looked so small and helpless, I just had to 
free him or he would die in the heat. I wanted to 
save him because he felt so special and unique to 
me. For three days I kept the gecko in a cup, gave 
it water, and caught tiny mosquitoes for him. 
We would come home and fi nd him on the wall 
not far from the cup. When we were leaving, I 
begged my parents to let me take him back home 
to California. My parents explained that we had 
to let him stay in his home. I cried and cried 
when I let him go in the planter on the last day. 
But now looking back, I am glad I let him go and 
I hope I helped that little gecko survive. 

Cuyler Lusk 

The Sloth
It’s furry, it has long claws, and it climbs trees. 

This animal may sound ferocious, but it’s slower 
than a snail. This creature, which hap-

pens to be the sloth, may seem like a 
total fl op, but I love them because 

they’re different. More than just 
being different, these brown, 
four-legged furry snails have 
many characteristics that I can 
relate to. We both love sleeping, 
climbing trees, family, and just 

hanging out. Even if you haven’t 
seen one of these amazing South 

American masterpieces of life, I hope 
you now know why I can connect with 
them. 

Jack Boyd

Wolves
Have you ever had to live in the 
wild and hunt for your own 
food? Well, wolves do. I like 
wolves because they have to be 
very strong so that they can 
face the various challenges 
in its lifetime. This strength 
helps them fi nd their prey and 
kill it, and stay fast so that 
they can escape stampedes 
and hunters. There are many 
different kinds of wolves like 
red wolves, grey wolves, arctic 
wolves, Mexican wolves, and 
many more. It’s hard to identify 
different types of wolves because 

they can have many different 
kinds of fur. A wolf ’s fur can 

be black, brown, dark red, tan, or 
anywhere in between. Wolves will 

eat meat for the majority of its life, but if there 
is none available, they will eat berries. It is easier 
for wolves to eat meat than humans because they 
have 42 teeth including their razor sharp canines. 
Now you can see why wolves are such amazing 
animals. 

Will Snyder 

Jumping off the Pier
There is a reason for choosing to jump off a 
creaky, old, 33-foot tall pier as a topic for a 
newspaper article. Not because it gained me 
anything. In fact, it gained me almost nothing, 
except for the thrill of overcoming that worried 
and claustrophobic side that we all possess. If 
someone says, “Hey, want to pay me $120 a week 
to train your daughter so she can throw herself 
off the pier,” your typical answer would be no. 
But my mom’s answer wasn’t no. I headed to Jr. 
Life Guards camp every day and jumped into the 
freezing cold water, followed by an on-land work-
out, and then a two-mile run. This all led up to 
the pier jump. The exhilarating feeling you ex-
perience is priceless, and defi nitely worth all the 
worry. Standing in line, you’re sweating and all 
you hear is the cracking of the wood pier and the 
splash of salty seawater when the warm bodies 
hit the ice-cold sheet of ocean. One step, that’s all 
it takes. One step, and you’ve done it. But you’re 
standing there, and you just can’t do it. Until you 
do. You’ve gone off the edge. You want to scream, 
but the air is being ripped from your mouth. You 
pray that you’re not going to belly fl op. Two sec-
onds, and then splash! You go under the blanket 
of white water, foam, and bubbles. You see a light 
above you while you are submerged, and then you 
wade to the top. You wade to the top, where you 
meet your mom frantically taking pictures. Your 
instructor compliments your jump, and you begin 
to swim back to land. You follow the person who 
just jumped - swimming at the rate your mom is 
walking to meet you. Then they propose an offer. 
“Do you want to go again?” Some people do. I 
didn’t go again because I felt after jumping once 
I had done what I came to do. I overcame that 
worried and claustrophobic side of myself when I 
jumped off the pier. 

Tali Mackintosh-Ratcliffe 

Cats 
I love cats because of their soft fur and their ador-
able faces. When I got my cat, I had been asking 
for a cat for a really long time. Once my parents 
fi nally agreed to me getting a cat, it took them 
almost a year to fi nd the perfect one for us. I was 
incredibly happy when we fi nally got a cat. She is 
the most adorable thing I have ever seen. 

Kiki Cryan 

My Dog 
It was in the middle of December 2010 when 
my family got to bring home our dog, Coco. She 
is my favorite animal because she is always there 
for me and makes me laugh. My dog is crazy, 
so her nickname is “Loco Coco.” She has short 
hair that is caramel in color and her mouth is a 
blackish color. She is small for her breed, even 
though she has a big personality. When we get 
home from school and open the gate to my 
house, she runs out in the yard with her squeaky 
rubber chick and hopes we will chase her. My 
dog is the sweetest and nicest dog ever. Those 
are some of the reasons why my dog is my fa-
vorite animal. 

Riley Bream 

King
It all started one sunny summer afternoon 
when I was eating a piece of bread in my 
backyard. Suddenly, a beautiful bird alighted 
on the tree in front of me. He was a western 
scrub jay, with intelligent deep brown eyes and 
a soft white chest of creamy feathers. The bird 
kept looking at me right in the eye, so I curi-
ously crumbled some bread and held it out for 
him. In one movement, the bird extended his 
intricate blue and white patterned wings and 
grabbed a piece of bread from my hand. I was 
very excited, and over time made friends with 
him. I learned that western scrub jays are one 
of the smartest animals in the world, and like 
to eat sunfl ower seeds and peanuts. King, as I 
named my new friend, learned to perch on my 
hand for minutes at a time and would take pea-
nuts from anywhere: usually my hand, but also 

from my fi nger, my shoulder, and even from 
the top of my head! He talks to me by chirping 
softly or squawking when he wants something. 
The two springs when King and his mate had 
chicks, King did not come for a long time. I 
knew he was only tending to the nest, but I 
still felt so different without my lively, spunky 
friend. Some days when I walk down the street, 
I fi nd that King has followed me and is waiting 
for a treat. One day while I was at school and 
my dad was home, he left the front door open, 
not knowing what that would bring. King, 
fearless and completely calm, hopped through 
the door and looked around. He hopped a little 
bit further into my house, and saw that I wasn’t 
there. Then he chirped and leisurely hopped 
back out of the house. I have known King for 
over a year now, and I can say that he really is 
a true friend. 

Gina Shapiro

My Greatest 

Accomplishment 
In the fall of 2012, I landed the role of “Sharp-
Shootin’, Pistol Packin’ Sal.” But to get that 
title, I had to practice really hard. That is why 
becoming the lead role in the play, “Pistol 
Packin’ Sal,” is my greatest accomplishment. 
First of all, I was up against some really good 
actors and actresses who had done many more 
performances than me. For auditions, we had 
to sing in front of our voice coach and the rest 
of the cast at the La Colina Theater. When I 
got the part, I was really surprised because I 
had never gotten the lead before. I wasn’t sure 
that I could learn all my lines, so I was really 
nervous. I had to practice every day. I couldn’t 
go over to my friends’ houses because I had 
theater. But in the end, I managed to pull it off 
and be the best Sal that I could be! So watch 
out Broadway, here I come! 

Emma Zavala  

Ligers 
Hey there! So, what’s the biggest cat in the 
world? You might say a lion or a tiger. Well, that’s 
wrong. The biggest cats are ligers. That’s one of 
the reasons why they are my favorite animals. I 
love them because they’re big, cute, and rare. You 
might be thinking, “What is a liger?” A liger is a 
cross between a lion and a tiger. My favorite liger 
is Hercules. He is awesome! If you want to know 
what he looks like, you can easily search him on 
the internet – he is so famous. I haven’t seen one 
in person, but I really want to! I especially want 
to see Hercules! 

Aubrey Sturgeon 

Reading
Here’s how I learned to read: It was a bright sun-
ny day at my school, and our teacher was going 
to show us how to do something I had wanted to 
learn ever since I had heard about it; learning to 
read. Our with paired us with random partners 
and gave us little three- page booklets with titles 
like ‘Bob Went to the Fair.’ I read the fi rst four 
books in the fi rst three minutes and marked it 
down on the reading sheet that the teacher had 
given us. In fi rst grade I became a more and 
more daring reader, reading chapter books like 
the magic tree house which the teacher had giant 
bin of under the whiteboard under lock and key. 
Learning to read had opened up a doorway into 
knowledge that I didn’t know I had closed. Ever 
since learning, I have loved to read. 

Aidan Barcia-Bacon

My Greatest 

Accomplishment
It was Saturday morning; I was heading to my 
swim team’s tent, my heart pounding from ner-
vous strain. It was the Summer Junior Olympics, 
the meet we train for all year round, and I was 
fi nally there. After my warm up I got changed 
and anxiously watched the events go by at what 
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pens to be the sloth, may seem like a 
total fl op, but I love them because 

they’re different. More than just 
being different, these brown, 
four-legged furry snails have 
many characteristics that I can 
relate to. We both love sleeping, 
climbing trees, family, and just 

hanging out. Even if you haven’t 
seen one of these amazing South 

American masterpieces of life, I hope 
you now know why I can connect with 
them. 

Wolves
Have you ever had to live in the 
wild and hunt for your own 
food? Well, wolves do. I like 
wolves because they have to be 
very strong so that they can 
face the various challenges 
in its lifetime. This strength 
helps them fi nd their prey and 
kill it, and stay fast so that 
they can escape stampedes 
and hunters. There are many 
different kinds of wolves like 
red wolves, grey wolves, arctic 
wolves, Mexican wolves, and 
many more. It’s hard to identify 
different types of wolves because 

they can have many different 
kinds of fur. A wolf ’s fur can 

be black, brown, dark red, tan, or 
anywhere in between. Wolves will 

eat meat for the majority of its life, but if there 
is none available, they will eat berries. It is easier 
for wolves to eat meat than humans because they 
have 42 teeth including their razor sharp canines. 
Now you can see why wolves are such amazing 
animals. 
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seemed to be an accelerated speed. In no time, it 
was the moment for me to go, and I shouldered 
my way through the crowd to the starting blocks, 
strapped my goggles on, and got ready to swim. 
From then on every thing seemed to go in slow 
motion. I could hear the starter getting ready 
to set us off, and my parents cheering for me in 
the background, and then…. Splash! I was in. I 
swam so hard that day that when they signaled 
us to get out I barely could. I hobbled over to my 
parent’s welcoming arms and asked that dreaded 
question, “How did I do?” My dad smiled at me 
and said happily, “Well enough to get into fi nals! 
For a couple of seconds, I just stared and all my 
strength seemed to come back to me - I had done 
it! I had made it to the fi nals of the Summer Ju-
nior Olympics.          

Jayden Francis

Dolphins
For my entire life, I have always loved dolphins, 
even though I have never touched or seen one 
face to face. In some ways, I think they are like 
me, with their high level of energy, cheerfulness, 
and love of the ocean. Dolphins are a beautiful 
silver-blue color, with a tail and a dorsal fi n on 
the top of their back. Dolphins are very friendly 
and smart, so they are great with people. They 
talk in a high-pitched chatter, with various 
clicks and whistles. They are made for fast, sleek 
swimming, and can go fairly deep in the ocean. 
I fi nd these features interesting and unique to 
dolphins, and that is partly why I like them so 
much. If I ever get to swim with a dolphin, I 
would defi nitely be thrilled to be with them. I 
really enjoy going to the beach and seeing them 
dive gracefully in and out of the water, crashing 
and plunging through the rolling waves. I would 
love to be a dolphin, leaping and swimming right 
along with them.

Eva Moschitto

My Greatest 

Accomplishment
I am so glad I have completed my greatest ac-
complishment, for it has made all the difference 
in my life. Creating bonds with people in order 
to make friends is really something I’m proud of. 
They’re always there to help and are quite loyal. 
If you didn’t make a good bond, then these 
friends would not be loyal. Here’s an example 
of how friends can be helpful: my friend 
Ryan sort of pushed me into doing the 
Math Super Bowl, and I’m so glad he did, 
be cause last year we won fi rst place. We 
also won this year, and I’m proud that Ryan 
convinced me to participate. If I hadn’t 
made any bonds with friends, I wouldn’t be 
able to do some of the amazing things I can 
do now. 

Kaden Richard

 Greatest Accomplishment
 There I was, 5 seconds left and we were down 
by 2 points, 27-29. I was at the American Sports 
Center Basketball Tournament in Anaheim, 
California. The stands were full of cheering fans. 
My teammate took the ball out as fast as he could. 
He passed to me as I dribbled up, set my feet, and 
shot the ball. The ball rolled around the rim several 
times as the players stared in awe. The greatest 
accomplishment in my short life so far was when I 
went to a basketball tournament at the American 
Sports Center in Anaheim. The building was huge 
and it was amazing how loud it was. There were at 
least 16 basketball courts and 4 volleyball courts. 
It was painted white and had, in huge red letters, 
the words: AMERICAN SPORTS CENTER. 
The walls were lined with dozens of championship 
banners. Sometimes I dream about becoming a 
professional basketball player, but as I grow up, I 
realize how unlikely this might be. However, this 
tournament has brought me a huge step closer to 
my goal. I know that many other kids at my school 
play basketball and have the same dream, so I 
already know I will have some major competition.  
I started playing basketball was I was 4 years old. 

When I started, I played at the YMCA and to 
this day, I still play on the exact same team, with 
the exact same players. After 4 years of playing 
at the YMCA I decided that I needed to step up 
my game and move to the Page Center. I played 
Page and “Y” for one year. Then I took a huge 
step forward and decided to try three leagues at 
the same time, playing at the YMCA, the Page 
Center, and the Club Program. The Club Program 
is very intense; the only way to get into it is to be 
invited. The players on my team are some of the 
best in Santa Barbara. We go as far as Las Vegas to 
play in tournaments. My coach also coaches a high 
school team and has worked with professional 
players.  That fall I had 9 basketball events a week! 
In order to stay on the team, I had to practice two 
times a week for an hour and a half a day for eight 
months!  I was overwhelmed by how much work 
I had to do. It is very important that I practice this 
much because becoming a professional basketball 
player will involve lots of practice. Every time I 
play basketball- if it’s at the “Y” or after school- I 
always use the same techniques. In fact, basketball 
even affects my everyday life such as when I play 
foursquare with my friends, make a three-pointer 
into my hamper or when I put away clothes in my 
room. Sometimes I do basketball camps in the 
summer.  I do the YMCA basketball camp with 
3/4 of the players from the “Y” team. Even though 
most of the time I know about everything they 
teach us, it’s fun to hang out with my friends. I also 
do the Westmont basketball camp. Even though 
my friends don’t do it, it is still very fun. Dreaming, 
practicing, and just hoping for the best has brought 
me a huge step closer to my greatest dream. This 
has been by far my greatest accomplishment.

Will Pace

My Greatest 

Accomplishment
I remember when I fi rst roller- bladed, and 
here’s how I accomplished it.  When my friends 
drove me to the roller rink, I was really excited.  
When I fi rst put the roller blades on, I didn’t 
even know how to roller-skate. When I fi rst 
tried them on I was really wobbly, but after 
awhile it was a lot easier; I could actually stand 
on them.  The fi rst time I went to that roller 
rink I didn’t get the hang of skating right away, 
but since then I have gotten much better.  That 
was my greatest accomplishment.

Thorin Haines

Greatest 

Accomplishment
Can you imagine a parakeet talking? Well, that’s 
my greatest accomplishment: teaching my para-
keet to talk! Why is this my greatest accomplish-
ment? Ok, this is a parakeet, a bird with a brain 
the size of a nut! How can he talk? He only says 
“re re re” when I say “repeat,” but it’s a start - he’s 
only about one year old. Since he’s male (you can 
tell by the blue nose on his beak) he tends to lis-
ten and talk more than female parakeets. The way 
I taught him is to hold up a shape, say the sound 
and use simple fi ngering.  If he comes close to 
copying the sound, I give him a piece of home 
grown broccoli, lettuce, or chard. I’m hoping that 
in the future he’ll be able to communicate with 
me a lot, so fi ngers crossed!

Julian T. Rivera

Accomplishments Are Not 

Always About Winning or 

Learning Something
It was a typical Roosevelt Elementary School 
Rose Run day. Moist, cool fog blanketed the 
grassy, crowded plain blocking out almost all 
sight of the sun. My competitor stood in the 
near distance and my mind kept switching be-
tween nervousness and the slight possibility of 
winning the famed Rose Run. When I came to 
this school, winning the Rose Run was not in 
my thoughts at all. I took a step back. Whoa! 
It was almost too much. My mind raced as I 
began to proceed towards the start... I got set... 
and I was off. I kept all the advice people had 
told me in my head, such as: get water every 5 
laps; don’t just sprint, then get tired and slow 
down; or choose one person to check your 
laps and always go to this person. Before I 
knew it there were 15 minutes left on the gi-
ant clock that sat by the fi nish line. I trudged 

on. My body ached as I kept pace with my 
competitor, the whole time never letting him 
get too far in front me. “5 minutes left!” I heard 
the microphone blast. This was crunch time, the 
two-minute drill, go time-whatever you want 
to call it. I knew that every last bit of my effort 
would go into these fi nal minutes. When it was 
all done, I did not win, in fact. However, I did 
learn a couple of things: 1) I do have a good 
chance of winning a jog-a-thon, and  2) Win-
ning isn’t everything.

Will Francavilla

Mrs. 
chin

Experience in a 

Different World
When I come home each Friday, I ask my sister 
if she wants to play a game called Minecraft. 
My sister and I have been playing this game for 
a year. Minecraft is one of my favorite games 
because everything is made entirely out of blocks. 
Oh! I forgot to mention the mobs.  They are 

monsters that try to hurt you. I enjoy playing in 
my sister’s world because she has 48 diamonds! 
She also has so much glow stone! When I play 
Minecraft at night, my house shines with glow 
stone and that’s the time we fi ght the mobs.  
They spawn in the dark and die in the day.  You 
should try playing Minecraft, too!

Audrey Bierman

Climb On!
It is a breathtaking experience. Once I go 
through the Santa Barbara Rock Gym (SBRG) 
doors, the chalky air greets me with relief.  I ex-
citedly go to the counter and ask for my harness 
and climbing shoes. As I walk through the gym, 
I hear people falling on the crash pads making 
a loud “boom!” Once they get up, they moan in 
discomfort and anger. This doesn’t stop me, so I 
go to the “cave” where the upside down climbs 
are. Then I start a climb; it takes a lot of thinking 
and concentration. Once I reach the top, I relax 
and just let go; as I fall, time stops for a while. 
When time starts up again, I fall on the crash 
pads with a loud “Umph!” Once I get back up 
on my stiff feet, I feel determined to climb more 
and more. After you fi rst complete a climb, you 
feel pumped up and ready to go for the rest of 
the day! When I climb, I can smell the chalk and 
taste the glory.

Zach Harris

The Ride
Every day after school, I ride my bike. When I 
ride my bike, I have a lot of fun because I see new 
things and feel the wind in my face. I smell a lot 
of different things like Mexican food and exhaust 
from the cars. I hear many things when I ride like 
music, barking, and cars coming by with a big 
“rmmm.”  Riding my bike is a great experience!

Leah Reynoso

Goal!
My favorite sport is soccer. Soccer is my favorite 
because I’ve been playing it for six years and it’s 
really fun. My favorite place to play is Elings 
Park. My favorite international team is Barcelona; 
my favorite player on this team is Messi, who is 
number 10.  When I play soccer, I can feel the 
cool air blowing in my face when I’m dribbling 
the ball to the other goal, or the taste of turf 
when I get tackled or the taste of cold water go-
ing down my throat when I get called out. When 
I’m ready to go in again, my coach calls another 
teammate in so I could play. When I just get in, 
my teammate makes a pass to me, and I dribble 
to the goal. Then I shoot it to the side so the 
goalkeeper can’t get it and I score!  Finally, fi ve 
seconds after I scored, the referee blew the whis-
tle and I knew the game was over. We won!  Af-
ter the game, my family celebrated and everybody 
thought it was the greatest goal I ever scored!

Lucas Perissinotto

Touchdown
Football is my favorite sport after school. 
When we play, I smell the fresh cut grass and 
I hear the whistle blow. We all get on the fi eld 
and get ready. When the quarterback says, 
“Hike,” we can feel the anger in the eyes of 
the other team. When the play is over, we get 
in a huddle. The captain says the play we are 
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going to do. When I run, I have two people 
protecting me so that I won’t get tackled. I can 
feel the fresh wind in my face. I hope playing 
football helps me in the future.

Jacob Ramirez

Parkour
Parkour. Who knows what that is?  Well, some 
people do. Some people even take classes. I am 
one of these people - yay! I do Parkour and it’s 
fun. Let me tell you about some of my classes.  
It’s usually a cool day. The sun is barely up. It 
always looks like it’s going to fall down and go to 
sleep. We usually start with some simple things 
like step volts, sides and jumps. The walls are 
rough like sandpaper, which makes our hands 
sore and red. There’s always a nice ocean breeze 
that fl ows through the park. After we’re done 
with the class, we’re exhausted but happy!

Piper Thomas

Playing Basketball
I love to play basketball with all my friends 
after school. My friends are Bryce, Stephen, 
Joe, Ben and Nima.  Everyday, I shoot some 
hoops for thirty minutes and dunk with a mini 
basketball.  It smells wonderful outside, like 
roses.  My friends are incredible.  For instance, 
Stephen can jump high and do 360’s. He has 
amazing ball skills. Playing basketball after 
school is wonderful.

Axel Bjorklund

After School
After school, I like to play baseball. I enjoy base-
ball because it’s a good outside sport. I feel like 
the way the air feels on my face when I run base 
to base. If I’m lucky, I can make a home run. One 
of my dreams is to become a professional player!

Aron Garcia

Slam It
I’m ready to dribble. I enjoy playing basketball at 
The Boy’s and Girl’s Club. I get tired but it’s very 
fun. When I’m in the game, I  run, jump and bloc 
I can hear the ball bouncing and shoes squeak-
ing on the wooden fl oor. It gets hot because 
we are inside. I can see grey bleachers and the 
light brown fl oor. After a game, I have to take a 
shower at my house!

 Erick Medina

Sparkling Water
Every Friday after I get out of school, I go to the 
beach with my friends. When I’m at the beach, I 
taste the salty water. I feel the seaweed under me 
in the water and the sand go in between my toes. 
I see waves crashing and baby crabs crawling. At 
the beach, my friends and I hang out and listen 
to music as we look at the sparkling water. My 
favorite beach is Hendry’s Beach. I also like go-
ing to Zuma Beach in Malibu. I go there once a 
month on Fridays.

Dahlia Lopez

1…2…3…Punch
A rush of adrenaline comes over me as soon as I 
slap on my black belt. It’s the best feeling before 
doing karate. I have been doing it for fi ve years. 

When I practice, I feel the rubbery mat under 
my feet. The sting of pain fl ows through my body 
when I get kicked during karate.  Wow!  I really 
love doing my favorite sport!

Eduardo Aramil

After School
After school I like to go to the Boy’s and Girl’s 
Club. I usually get help with my homework. 
Sometimes, I can fi nish all my work in one day. 
When I’m done with my homework, I can go to 
an art class. Finally, before I go home, I some-
times write a thank you card to my mom.

Angel Rodriguez

The Best Sport
The best sport ever is soccer. I love soccer be-
cause when I see the ball go into the back of 
the net, I feel like I just became the president!  
When I feel the ball, it seems like I own it and 
no one can take it from me. I smell freshly cut 
grass. I hear my friends and family cheering all 
the players. Soccer is special because I can play 
with my friends and I love getting exercise. I 
think soccer is the best sport ever. What is your 
favorite sport?

Riley Roach

Swoosh
After school, my favorite thing to do is play the 
best sport ever, basketball. When I feel the cool 
wind hitting my face, the ball bouncing on the 
hard court and my favorite black and red shoes 
hitting the ground, I know it is time to play! The 
best feeling is when I score and I hear the fans 
cheering – I cannot stop smiling. When the game 
is over, it doesn’t matter if I won or lost because 
just being able to play is the best feeling ever!

Maya Banks

An Energizing Activity
Rock climbing at the Rock Gym is what I do 
after school. It gives me a way to let my energy 
out and makes my muscles stronger. When you 
climb up to the top, you can taste the bitter 
chalk. If you fall to the mat, it hits you like a 
boxing glove. The holds on the wall are rough 
as sandpaper as they blister your skin; but your 
hands are getting stronger with calluses. If I 
keep climbing, I could get really good. It’s my 
dream to become one of the best climbers!

Quinn Kauffman

Fight Night
Boxing is great!  You can punch, jab or upper 
cut. You can block, too. When you’re fi ghting, 
your adrenaline is pumping.  There can be ten 
to twelve rounds in a boxing match. There are 
three minutes in each round. You can win by 
knock out or there is a split decision. My fa-
vorite boxer is Uzzy Ahmed.  He is a very good 
boxer but he doesn’t fi ght anymore. Boxing is 
a great sport.

Kurt Tovar

My Favorite Room
My favorite room is the living room 
where I can play video games and 
watch movies.  I can also do my home-
work there because it is very quiet.  I love 
this room!

Cristian Rojas

The Best Feeling Yet
When I play soccer, I try to feel that I am the 
best player on the fi eld. When I play, I play free. 
As I slide tackle, my hands turn black from the 
turf. Right after the goalie punts the ball and 
I stop it with my thigh, I see the red stinging 
ball mark pressed up against my skin. I hear my 
family screaming and cheering after I shoot the 
ball and score during the last couple of minutes.  
After the game, my face is as red as a cherry with 
sweat dripping down my nose. After the game, 
we go on the sideline. We get in a huddle and 

shout the other team’s name. If I win or lose it’s 
fi ne because I know there are plenty of games to 
come. Soccer makes me feel energized and alive.

Mikayla Thoits

On My Scooter
Swoosh!  The wind whips through my hair as I 
ride down the street on my scooter. My favorite 
activity to do after school is to ride my bright red 
scooter down the hill. I usually ride after I fi nish 
my homework, at sunset.  When I scooter, I feel 
happy, excited, and peaceful. Riding after school 
on my red scooter is my favorite activity.

Anastasia Fenkner

Swimming
Every time my family goes to the beach or 
pool, I go swimming – and yes, I love to swim! 
When I go to the beach, I can smell seaweed 
from the ocean and hear the crashing waves 
and seagulls yelling. My favorite spot to swim 
is the pool at my mom’s friend’s house. I think 
that the most fun stroke is the doggy paddle. 
When I fi rst jump in the water, I feel refreshed 
because when it is hot outside, the water is icy 
cold. Swimming is one of my favorite things to 
do. Don’t you wish sometimes that you could 
go swimming every day?

Samantha Sosa

Reading is Fun
When I hear complete quiet and see people look-
ing in shelves, I know it’s time to read. Reading is 
fun because you get used to it and you can learn 
a lot of things that you didn’t know before. You 
can learn a lot about math, science and language 
arts in books that you read. It makes me feel good 
when I read because I feel like I lived in that book 
with the other characters. I wish I could write a 
book one day!

Nikolas Velasquez

Breathtaking Experience!
My favorite thing to do is play soccer at Girsch 
Park. I can smell the fresh cut grass and hear 
the sound of the ball going into the net. I can 
also taste the mud when my face plants into the 
ground. A special memory is the biggest tourna-
ment I was in. We were tied 2-2. In the last thirty 
seconds, I scored the winning goal. My coach was 
happy and he was fi lled with joy. Soccer is special 
to me because it lets me express my abilities and 
skills. Even though I lost the biggest tournament, 
I was still the biggest winner!

Max Tapia-Arango

Crashing Waves
What I love to do after school is go to Campus 
Point and stand up paddle. When I start out on 
the beach, I am ready to taste the salty water. 
When my board crashes over the waves, I start 
to stand up. I look behind me and I see the sandy 
beach, kelp beds and sea life. It gets scary when 
you see a dolphin and think it is a shark! But 
I still love to stand up paddle on warm, sunny 
days when there are lots of waves. Sometimes my 
friends go with me. I see seals, dolphins and crabs 
when I go through kelp beds, and sometimes I 
see fi sh. If you fall off your board, you experience 
the cold rush of water as you rise to the surface. 
When I am all done with paddling, I start going 
to shore. I wait until I see a good wave. Hoping I 
will not fall off, I start to paddle and behind me 
I hear the crashing waves as I ride into shore. I 
think paddle boarding is a fun and exciting ride.  
Someday, you should try it!

Hannah Meyer

A Dunking Experience
My most favorite thing to do after school is play-
ing basketball. When the ball touches my hand, 
it feels rough. When I jump through the air, the 
sweat whips off my face and when my feet hit 
the ground, I feel refreshed. It does not matter if 
you win or lose; it matters if you have fun.  I love 
basketball. Maybe you should try it, too!

Jeroe Bidlow

Energizing Activity
My favorite thing to do after school is to dance. 
I can see so many different things, like other 
people having fun while they dance. There’s a 
mirror where I can see myself dancing and walls 
that are painted different colors like purple and 
green. I can hear the loud, pumping music play-
ing and the smell of popcorn in the microwave 
in the dance store. Once everyone is dancing, I 
know it’s time to start. Dancing can make me 
express all my feelings. I love dancing and I 
hope you can try it, too!

Lili Sautto

Goal!!!
Once I hear the starting whistle, the cheers of my 
friends and family, and the smell of the freshly 
cut grass, I know that the game has started! 
Playing soccer is my favorite thing to do 
after school because it is a time for me 
to release my energy and have fun 
at the same time. When I’m run-
ning after the ball, I feel the wind 
rushing past my face, and the soles 
of my feet pounding on the ground. 
When I’m in possession of the ball, 
I feel a bit tense or nervous, but 
when I score a goal, I feel very happy 
and proud of myself. But when the 
game is over it doesn’t matter if you 
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keep climbing, I could get really good. It’s my 
dream to become one of the best climbers!

Quinn Kauffman

Boxing is great!  You can punch, jab or upper 
cut. You can block, too. When you’re fi ghting, 
your adrenaline is pumping.  There can be ten 
to twelve rounds in a boxing match. There are 
three minutes in each round. You can win by 
knock out or there is a split decision. My fa-
vorite boxer is Uzzy Ahmed.  He is a very good 
boxer but he doesn’t fi ght anymore. Boxing is 

Cristian Rojas

When I play soccer, I try to feel that I am the 
best player on the fi eld. When I play, I play free. 
As I slide tackle, my hands turn black from the 
turf. Right after the goalie punts the ball and 
I stop it with my thigh, I see the red stinging 
ball mark pressed up against my skin. I hear my 
family screaming and cheering after I shoot the 
ball and score during the last couple of minutes.  
After the game, my face is as red as a cherry with 
sweat dripping down my nose. After the game, 
we go on the sideline. We get in a huddle and 

seconds, I scored the winning goal. My coach was 
happy and he was fi lled with joy. Soccer is special 
to me because it lets me express my abilities and 
skills. Even though I lost the biggest tournament, 
I was still the biggest winner!

Max Tapia-Arango

cut grass, I know that the game has started! 
Playing soccer is my favorite thing to do 
after school because it is a time for me 
to release my energy and have fun 
at the same time. When I’m run-
ning after the ball, I feel the wind 
rushing past my face, and the soles 
of my feet pounding on the ground. 
When I’m in possession of the ball, 
I feel a bit tense or nervous, but 
when I score a goal, I feel very happy 
and proud of myself. But when the 
game is over it doesn’t matter if you 
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won or lost, it just matters if you had fun. Soccer 
is my favorite thing to do after school because it 
is so much fun.

Andrew Mazlumyan

The Waves Crashing 

Experience!
Splash!! I easily run into the sparkling water that 
has the bright sun shining on it. So for me, the 
best thing to do after school is swimming at a 
Santa Barbara beach. I go swimming with my 
friends and family. It’s my favorite because when 
you swim, you feel the breeze; you see seaweed, 
the ocean, and a view of an island. You also taste 
the worst thing ever: ocean water. Once you start 
swimming, you hear waves crashing and birds 
yelling which I love because I feel that I’m in a 
tropical world. My fi nal sense is smell. Now you 
might say that there is not much to smell but for 
me, there is. I smell the ocean’s scent and I smell 
the sweat on my forehead. My favorite thing 
about going swimming is to feel the air because 
I mean, it seems as if you’re in a world you don’t 
want to get out of. And trust me, going to the 
beach is the best thing to do after school. In my 
dreams, I always want to be a swimmer!

Estefani Cruz

It’s A Slam Dunk
Squeak! Squeak! That’s what I hear while I play 
my favorite sport: basketball.  What I hear is the 
ball bouncing as I let go of the ball and retrieve it 
off the fl oor. I also smell the freshly swept yellow 
hardwood fl oors as they squeak. I taste the saliva 
on my mouthpiece as I sprint down the court. I 
love to feel the orange ball spinning on my palm. 
I can see some of my best friends cutting and 
calling for the ball. That’s why I love the game of 
basketball.

Stephen Davis

He Shoots! He Scores!
The greatest sport of all is basketball! It is my 
favorite sport because I can get the energy out 
of me and feel the wind blowing in my face. 
When I play basketball, it is a breathtaking 
experience for my friends and me. This sport 
is special because I started playing it in kinder-
garten. When the basketball game is over – 
even if I lose -I always feel like a winner. 
I wish I could play like the basketball 
legends in the N.B.A.

Nima Javanbakht

Ms. 
Blue

Hockey
My favorite place to go in Santa Barbara is the 
Earl Warren Show Grounds to play hockey with 
Santa Barbara Youth Hockey. I like this place 
the most because it is a lot of fun to skate around 
and shoot on the goalie. It is also fun trying to 
steal the pick from other players. I have a special 
memory when I scored a hat trick (three goals) 
when I was nine years old. I can describe the 
hockey rink quite well because I go there about 
four times a week. The rink looks like a big 
rectangle with rounded edges and boards about 
three feet tall with glass above that. There are big 
red lines across the cement and circles where the 
face-off ’s start. There are two small sections with 
no glass where the coaches and players sit. The 
spectators sit in the bleachers outside the rink. 
The rink has no specifi c smells but outside, where 
the players get ready, smells like sweat. Hockey is 
also fun because you play with a team. The team 
members will probably become your friends over 
time. These are some of the reasons why I like 
going to the Earl Warren Show Grounds. 

Blake Baron

Riding Along East Beach
One of my favorite things to do in Santa Barbara 
is to go bike riding along East Beach on Sundays 
in the summer. As you ride, you can smell the 
salty, slightly fi shy, smell of the ocean. You can 
hear seagulls circling above your head crying out. 
You see all the vendors selling their wares. You 
can stop at the beach and spend some time play-
ing in the sun and water. All in all, I consider this 
my favorite place in Santa Barbara because of all 
the fun I’ve had there. It’s great to just be able to 
ride along - free for a bit from everything. One 
day, my family and I were riding and we went 
to the Vietnam moving wall. It had the name of 
every person who died in Vietnam. It was pretty 
sad, but also really interesting because there was 
an old helicopter at the end and we saw some 
skydivers jump out of a plane right over us! That’s 
why East Beach is my favorite place. 

Blake Beard

Get Up and Go 
I feel my heart pounding. I sprint to 
the ball. The pressure on me increases 
as I fi ght for it. All I can see is a blur 
of white spray painted sidelines, red, 
yellow, and blue jerseys, and the black 

and white hexagons on the leath-
er sphere. I can hear the 

intense commands 

of my coach and team mates. All of a sudden, 
our team gets a breakaway. The white net and 
goal posts seem so close it feels as if you could 
reach out and touch them. The whistle blows - it 
is half time. The sound of gulping water and 
the hard deep breathing of players fi lls my ears. 
The whistle blows once more, and the game is 
back on. It is our team’s kickoff and right from 
the beginning we have control of the ball. Our 
forward nears closer and closer towards the goal. 
Her foot strikes the ball, picking up fresh cut 
green grass and leaving the ball in the net. We are 
winning 1-0. The whistle blows for the third and 
fi nal time. Our fi rst game is won. It is my favorite 
thing to do in Santa Barbara: play soccer at San 
Marcos High School.

Lindsay Blamire 

Leadbetter Beach
Love to surf? Love to eat? Love to get tan? Then 
Leadbetter is the place for you. At Leadbetter 
you can enjoy a nice clean beach, good surf, warm 
water. You can also take a peaceful beach walk or 
go to Shoreline Café to get a yummy meal. Al-
though there is seaweed and rocks, Leadbetter is 
still a very relaxing experience. Leadbetter is spe-
cial to me because I have a lot of good memories 
there; for example, learning how to surf, throwing 
the tennis ball for my dog, going every weekend, 
and hanging out with my friends. I have a lot of 
memories there and I think its time for you to 
make some, too!

Abby Brummett 

Leadbetter Beach
Leadbetter Beach is at the intersection of La 
Marina and Shoreline Drive. To get to this beach, 
you walk down a path and suddenly you can 
smell seaweed in the salty air and hear children 
laughing as they run down the sand. The sun 
is shining and you know it’s going to be a good 
day. I live right across the street from Leadbetter, 
so I’ve been going there since I was very little. 
Sometimes my friends and I go into the crash-
ing waves on long boards. We paddle out and 
have the time of our lives splashing and goofi ng 
around. The water is a little cold, especially dur-
ing the winter, but if you wear a wetsuit you will 
be fi ne. One day the waves were really big, but 
two of my friends and I still went out into the 
water on our boards, paddling and feeling salty 
water splashing on our faces. We fi nally got out 
to where the waves couldn’t reach us. We took 
the challenge and tried to catch a wave. We aren’t 
the best at surfi ng, so you might guess what 
happened. We all totally wiped out, turning and 
spinning in the waves. We got washed up onto 
the sand like beach whales. Everyone was watch-
ing us but we didn’t care, we just looked at each 
other and started cracking up, rolling in the sand 
in hysterics, barely breathing. It was a great day. 
I can’t imagine not spending at least half of my 
summer at Leadbetter. It is such a great beach 
to learn how to surf because the waves are pretty 
mellow. But some days the waves can get pretty 
huge for those who like more challenging waves. 
Surfers are usually only at the point, so if you 
want to just play in the water or swim, other areas 
on the vast beach are enjoyable, too. This beach 
is really fun and I would recommend going there 
for anyone visiting or living in Santa Barbara. I 
hope if you are reading this you just think about 
going. I guarantee that you will have a blast and 
you will see what an amazing place we live in. 

Rosie Campbell 

Skater’s Point
Have you ever been to Skater’s Point? If 

you haven’t, I suggest you check it out. 
Whether you scooter, skate, or just 

like to watch, you will be amazed 
while skaters perform gravity-
defying tricks. At Skater’s Point 
there is a great combination of 
street and vert, the two elements 
of skating. You’ll smell and feel 
the salty sea breeze while hearing 

the wheels squeaking and the boards grinding 
on rails. This skate park is at a beautiful location 
just west of Stearn’s Wharf with a stunning view 
of the ocean. I go to the skate park all the time 
with my friends, Sean and Sam. One day, I met 
a new friend named Tyler. I was soaring through 
the air when he said, “Wow! You’re really good at 
scootering!” I went over to him and we talked for 
a while. Now we’re best friends. So what are you 
waiting for? Get up and go skate!

Chris Cassriel

Bike Riding 
Do you like the feeling of your blood pumping? 
Or do you prefer feeling relaxed and enjoying 
the scenery? If you like either, then I recommend 
going on bike rides along the ocean. This is my 
favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara. I like it 
because of the scenery such as the ocean, the sail-
ing boats, and the park. When I go on bike rides, 
I see people playing on the beach, walking their 
dogs, and children playing in the park. I smell the 
salty sea air and the food that people eat. I feel 
the rough grip of the handlebars and the pedals 
going up and down. I hear the playful screams of 
children playing with their families and friends. 
Bike riding is special to me because of the time 
I get to spend with my family. I love bike riding 
and I recommend it because it is fun and exciting. 

Sammy Crossley

Rainy Day
You don’t have to leave the house to have fun in 
Santa Barbara. I fi nd it relaxing to just stay inside 
on a rainy day. You could curl up with a good 
book while the rain pours down outside. Play a 
game with your family like Monopoly while lis-
tening to the pitter-patter of rain on the roof. Or 
watch a movie with the lights turned out while 
you eat a big bowl of delicious buttery popcorn. It 
is enjoyable to stay inside on a rainy day. But if it 
is sunny out, go outside! 

Nathaniel Denson 

Santa Barbara Fun
If you come to Santa Barbara and you are look-
ing for something to do, go to the Santa Barbara 
Skate Park and East Beach which is right next 
to it. Even if you don’t skateboard or bike, you 
will still have a great time watching all the amaz-
ing skaters do their tricks. It is located near the 
downtown and pier area. You are literally so close 
to the beach that you can smell the water. If you 
get tired, just cross the bike path and lie down 
and relax in the warm sand. The sand is so soft 
it feels like you are lying on a pillow. You will 
love coming to the Santa Barbara Skate Park and 
going to East Beach and relaxing in the sand. 
Remember that this is what you should do when 
you visit Santa Barbara. 

Sean Dolan 

My Trip to the Beach 
I love going to the beach because I always have 
a blast while I am there. I love hanging out with 
my friends in the warm sand, and going into 
the cold salty water. At the beach there’s a lot to 
do. One time my friends and I – Kayla, Rosie, 
Max, Ben, and Georgia – made a movie. It was 
a really funny movie and we had a great time 
making it. Another time I was lying down under 
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I wish I could play like the basketball 
legends in the N.B.A.

Nima Javanbakht

Get Up and Go 
I feel my heart pounding. I sprint to 
the ball. The pressure on me increases 
as I fi ght for it. All I can see is a blur 
of white spray painted sidelines, red, 
yellow, and blue jerseys, and the black 

and white hexagons on the leath-
er sphere. I can hear the 

intense commands 

water splashing on our faces. We fi nally got out 
to where the waves couldn’t reach us. We took 
the challenge and tried to catch a wave. We aren’t 
the best at surfi ng, so you might guess what 
happened. We all totally wiped out, turning and 
spinning in the waves. We got washed up onto 
the sand like beach whales. Everyone was watch-
ing us but we didn’t care, we just looked at each 
other and started cracking up, rolling in the sand 
in hysterics, barely breathing. It was a great day. 
I can’t imagine not spending at least half of my 
summer at Leadbetter. It is such a great beach 
to learn how to surf because the waves are pretty 
mellow. But some days the waves can get pretty 
huge for those who like more challenging waves. 
Surfers are usually only at the point, so if you 
want to just play in the water or swim, other areas 
on the vast beach are enjoyable, too. This beach 
is really fun and I would recommend going there 
for anyone visiting or living in Santa Barbara. I 
hope if you are reading this you just think about 
going. I guarantee that you will have a blast and 
you will see what an amazing place we live in. 

Skater’s Point
Have you ever been to Skater’s Point? If 

you haven’t, I suggest you check it out. 
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a towel next to Max and Rosie and we put chips 
on the towel. We sat very still and seagulls came 
over and started biting at our towels. It was re-
ally funny because while this was happening a 
girl we didn’t know started fi lming us and sent 
us the video. This is why I love the beach! 

Jordan Duggan 

McConnell’s 
McConnell’s is one of my favorite places in Santa 
Barbara. It’s where I go to get ice cream with 
my friends. A fun memory is when a couple of 
other people and I walked there from my friend’s 
house; we each got a big bowl of ice cream! All 
of their ice cream is delicious, but a few of my 
favorites are chocolate, mint chip, rocky road, and 
vanilla. I remember how chilly the store was and 
how it smelled like fresh waffl e cones and hot 
fudge. For me, McConnell’s is the best place in 
Santa Barbara. 

Isabel Gira 

Surfing at Leadbetter 
There are many amazing places in Santa Bar-

bara, but one of the best is Leadbetter Beach, 
or “Leads.” I enjoy surfi ng at Leads because it is 
easy to catch the waves, I defi nitely recommend 
learning to surf there. Once I learned to surf, it 
became my favorite sport and now I surf at least 
once a week. I love to smell the ocean breeze and 
the taste of the salty water. Its funny, sometimes 
my hands become so numb that I can’t even 
unzip my wetsuit! When the surf day is over, I 
watch the waves build up where there are rocks or 
mounds of sand. The swell fades and the water is 
still. Surfi ng at Leadbetter is wonderful.

Kai Hansen

The Boathouse 
One of the most fantastic restaurants in Santa 
Barbara is the Boathouse. My favorite part of the 
Boathouse is that the beach and the restaurant 
is sandwiched in between two beautiful green 
cliffs, making it the most private beach in Santa 
Barbara. Locals and tourists join there for a 
wonderful meal while watching the orange sunset 
and the waves lapping against the pure white 
sand. The restaurant has a warm environment, 
a friendly and polite staff, and the food is out of 
this world. The view onto the Channel Islands is 
breathtaking. After you eat, you can enjoy a beach 
walk with your dog and family on the enormous 
stretches of sand. One of the most entertain-
ing games to play at Hendry’s Beach is frisbee 
across the long beach. At the Boathouse, many 
wonderful memories are made with new people 
and friends. So if you are looking for a real Santa 
Barbara experience, visit the Boathouse! 

Blythe Hastings 

Biking to Carpinteria 
Did you know that there are one billion bikes in 
the world? That’s twice the amount of cars! Bik-
ing is easily my favorite way to get around my 

town. My favorite place to bike is Carpinteria. I 
can always feel the wind rushing on my face and 
can smell the ocean. I love to stop fi rst in Sum-
merland and shop at an antique shop. They al-
ways have the coolest things, such as a mini gui-
tar! Then if I am hungry, I stop at a burger place 
in Summerland; but they also have good places in 
Carpinteria. Once I leave Summerland, it is only 
a forty-minute bike ride to Carpinteria. When I 
arrive in Carpinteria I go to The Spot, and get a 
vanilla shake for my prize. Finally, I look in more 
shops and hop on the next train back to Santa 
Barbara. I love this ride so much because it is fun 
when you are with the right people. I am always 
with my family. 

Sarah Jacobs 

Get Up And Go: 

Going to the Beach 
When I go to Hendry’s Beach, I smell the fresh 
salty ocean and the stinky seaweed. I can hear the 
seagulls hunting for fi sh in the ocean and food 
scraps left on the beach. I can feel the nice cold 
water lapping on my body as I wade further into 
the ocean. It is so fun to go to Hendry’s Beach 
because it’s just down the street from my house. 
I can walk there with my friends and family, and 
then come home whenever I want. 

Christopher Kayda 

State Street
There are many amazing things to see in Santa 
Barbara, and one of them is downtown State 
Street. Brick sidewalks line the busy streets, and 
shops of all kinds stand with their doors open, 
welcoming all customers. State Street is a great 
place to go on weekends, especially with friends. 
I remember the smell of the food from exotic 
restaurants, the sound of music, the beat of foot-

steps, and the hum of other voices fi lling the air 
in a strange sort of harmony. State Street is defi -
nitely a place worth visiting if you ever have some 
free time in Santa Barbara. You don’t have to buy 
anything to have a good time. The very experi-
ence is something hard to forget. There are many 
kinds of merchandise, and often you don’t know 
what you will fi nd. There are many new things 
to be found on State Street, and you can go with 
your friends or family. 

 Susanna Lofvander 

Biking to Stearns Wharf 
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is bike 
to Stearns Wharf with my family. I start biking 
with my dad at Shoreline Park. As I bike past the 
sandy playground, I see kids playing soccer and 
the grass moving side to side in the wind. The 
green grounds and the tall trees make Shoreline 
Park really wonderful. When I get to the road, 
I bike as fast as I can down the big hill. My 
adrenaline increases and I feel the wind speeding 
through my shirt and my hair. It’s exciting! 
My dad and I bike through the parking lot and 
watch the horizon of the ocean. When the sun 
is shining on everyone and people are playing in 
the water, it always puts me in a happy mood. My 
dad and I take a rest on the grass and stare up at 
the blue sky. The palm trees stand very tall and 
strong and the breeze is cooling us off in the heat. 
We bike to the beach and we see people playing 
in the volleyball courts. The wavy ocean sparkles 
from the sun. We go past the sand and get to the 
pier. We eat ice cream and relax. With my bike 
pedals moving under sunny skies, the ocean’s 
smooth waves touching the sand, and the grass 
standing by the brown trees at Shoreline Park, 
biking in Santa Barbara is a fantastic experience! 

Eric Mazlumyan 
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Leadbetter Beach
Leadbetter Beach is a fantastic place with the 
waves crashing into the shore. The beach has an 
easy walk to the harbor and Shoreline Café. The 
large rocks are such a blast to climb on. 
My favorite memory from Leadbetter is the 
time my friends I made a murder movie. My 
friend and I were the killers. Two of my friends 
were the detectives and my other friend was 
the dead person. My other friend was the wit-
ness. The funniest, but tragic part, was when 
my friend was fi lming and his brother pushed 
him and the phone fell in the sand. The girl 
who owned the phone was freaking out when I 
said, “Dude, your phone fell in the sand.” The 
brother said, “Wow, what was that for?” In the 
end, the murderers got caught and sent to jail. 
The beach is also great because of all of the 
lovely people you meet there. I have a fabulous 
time with my friends. All the time I have spent 
there makes me like it more every time. 

Kayla Peacock 

The Maritime Museum
The Maritime Museum at the harbor in Santa 
Barbara is a fascinating place to visit. It has a 
tower with a great close-up view of the Pacifi c 
Ocean and the Channel Islands right off the 
coast. Also, there is a small theater with great 
videos, such as investigating the Titanic. Viewers 
can see actual size items used by sailors, such as 
harpoons and torpedoes. There are many ship 
models of both civilian and military ships. I have 
been there many times, amazed by the military 
models. Their authenticity is surprising. The 
Maritime Museum is defi nitely worth visiting.

Spenser Pierce

Get Up and Go 
I would have to say that my favorite thing to do 
in Santa Barbara is riding my bike from Shore-
line Park to the end of East Beach. Since I live on 
the Mesa, it’s really easy for me to get to Shore-
line Park, I just have to ride down my street and 
I’m there. I have always loved the view from the 
park; you just look out in the water and see the 
powerful waves crashing against the sandy shore. 
As I keep riding, I smell the salty sea and see my 
friends heading to the entrance of Leadbetter 
Beach. I start to go down the hill and I feel the 
breeze blow on my face, cooling me off. I keep on 
riding my bike and as I pass the harbor.  I see the 
white sails sticking up from almost every boat. In 
just a short while, I’m at the end of East Beach. I 
always feel so peaceful when I ride my bike along 
that path, seeing the beautiful sea and hot golden 
sand. It’s amazing to think how lucky we are to 
live on the central coast. There are so many places 
to see, so many places to go. 

Diego Perez

Leadbetter Beach 
Leadbetter Beach. It’s the favorite place of many. 
You can smell the salty seawater and feel the hot 
sand beneath your feet. You can hear the seagulls 
and the little kids building sandcastles. You taste 
the seawater and the hot yummy food. All you 
can think about is coming back again. My favor-
ite memory is after the last day of school when 
everyone in the 5th and 6th grades went to the 
beach. My friends and I played on the rocks and 
then went into the crystal clear water. It was so 
fun! We watched our friend, Riley, do spins in the 
waves with his surfboard and later have a sand 
battle with Foster and Everett, his little brothers. 
We all went home after a day of fun! I hope that 
you can enjoy the beach one day, too! 

Greta Harbaugh 

Santa Barbara Youth Music 

Academy Studio
The fi rst time I stepped into the studio I 
realized it was going to be one of my second 
homes. When I walk inside, friendly and fa-
miliar voices greet me. Music is everywhere 
I turn. The banging of the big drums fi lls my 
ears. There are grand pianos, keyboards, and 
microphones - most of the things that make 
my life full. We twist and turn down the hall 
to Room 1 where I practice. You can feel the 
vibrations of the music coming from the differ-
ent practice rooms. Right away, many sounds 
take over the space. You can hear the guitar 
strumming, the piano starting to play and the 
song coming together. After a lot of practice, 
we began performing at different places. Some 
of the places I have performed are Soho, 
Dargans, and Paseo Nuevo. After the gig, 
we might practice another song, but we keep 
improving on anything we have already per-
formed. When I walk out of the studio, I can 
still hear the music and can’t wait until the next 
time I return to my second home. 

Siena Pomerantz 

Leadbetter Beach
The most amazing place in Santa Barbara 
is Leadbetter Beach. Why is this the most 
amazing place in Santa Barbara? First of all, 
it’s a great place for you and your dog to walk 
or play catch. It’s also a wonderful place to 
surf and paddleboard. If you’re having a great 
time and you’re getting hungry, paddle out to 
Shoreline Café at the other side of the beach 
and enjoy the most amazing ahi tuna wrap. 
You can also pull out your beach chairs and see 
the Channel Islands from there. You can have 
barbecues on the grass next to the beach and 

watch the sun set. My two favorite days are on 
holidays. On the Fourth of July, everyone gath-
ers on the beach and watches the fi reworks, 
and on Christmas my family and I gather on 
the beach and watch the beautiful lights on the 
boats. Leadbetter Beach is literally the jewel 
of the city. 

Maverick Schlosser 

Leadbetter Beach 
Have you ever been to wonderful Leadbetter 
Beach in Santa Barbara? Leadbetter is my fa-
vorite  because it is a great place to go when you 
have no idea what to do. Leadbetter is a small 
beach below Shoreline Park and is walking dis-
tance from Shoreline Café. At this small beach, 
you can see the small barrels forming as the 
waves prepare to crash on the shore. Just imag-
ine the golden-brown whitish sand covering the 
beach like a blanket. Feel the cold, refreshing 
water against your legs, soft sand in between 
your toes, and the fresh wind blowing past your 
face. The point and line of rocks are the perfect 
places to hang out. See the white foam from the 
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crashing waves light up like a star compared to 
the dark blue ocean. But my absolute favorite 
part of this beach is that it is a great place to 
paddle out on your surfboard and catch a wave. 
A great memory every time I spend a day there 
is when I see the perfect wave as I stand up on 
my board. The water splashing on your face as 
you catch a wave is the best feeling ever. The 
sounds, what you feel, and what you see are all 
part of the amazing Leadbetter Beach. 

Riley Svensson 

The South of Elings
In Elings Park South I have some of my fond-
est memories. As I bike around the dirt paths, I 
see the sun’s golden beams bounce off the ocean. 
There are also paragliders and hang gliders taking 
off into the sky. The wind goes over your ears, let-
ting you hear practically nothing as you go down 
the dirt ramps and jumps. I would go with my 
friends occasionally when I was little, and we’d 
pretend we were adventurers. This is why I have 
loved, and will always love, Elings Park South.

Owen Thames 

Glen Annie Golf Club 
If you’re looking for a thrilling and exciting 
round of golf, you should go to Glen Annie. 
It is one of the best golf courses in all of Santa 
Barbara. It is incredibly fun because the course 
is perfectly maintained. Its expertly mowed 
fairways and quick greens make it an amazing 
experience. Plus, after your round you can en-
joy a delicious lunch at the grill on the course. 
They have a panoramic view of the beautiful 
course from inside the grill. I play there often 
and I always have an amazing time. I can’t 
remember the last time I had a bad time there. 
I really encourage you to go there; I guarantee 
you will have a great time. 

Aidan Thomas 

Fishing on Goleta Pier 
Fishing on Goleta Pier can be a great way to 
spend quality time with your family. I remem-
ber the sweet, salty taste of the sea air on my 
tongue, and the rough feel of the pier railing 
under my hands. Goleta Pier is where I fi rst 
learned to bait my fi shing line, and how to 
fi nd a good place to put your fi shing line. You 
can never replace the rush you get when you 
feel that bite on your line. I remember one 
time when I was fi shing with my dad, I pulled 
up two little fi sh and one hit me right in the 
face. I was laughing for a long time after that. 
Goleta Pier is a great place to go fi shing with 
your family, or just to get away from life for a 
little while. 

Bryce Tomlinson 

Enterprise Fish Company 
If you’re looking for seafood, Enterprise Fish 
Company is your place. With a fi sherman’s 
style interior and a glass walled kitchen, En-
terprise Fish Company is a classic seafood 
restaurant. You could eat some steamed 
clams while watching a parrot fi sh 
swim through a tanked coral reef, or 
sit joking with your friends next 
to a beautiful wooden waterfall 
fountain. The glass walled kitch-
en provides an interesting view 
of many strange and delicious 
foods being cooked at once, 
along with the aroma of 
food in its prime. Enterprise 
Fish Company is also a per-
fect location for train travel-
ers arriving in Santa Barbara, 
as it is located right next to 
one of the nicest train sta-
tions for miles around! I 
personally love Enterprise 
Fish Company because 
I tried one steamed clam 
there when I was only four, 
and I loved it so much that 

it changed my view of food forever - as I am 
sure it will for you!

Jake Trimble 

Soccer in Santa Barbara 
The wind rushes past my head as I streak down 
the sideline with the ball. My favorite activity 
to do in Santa Barbara is soccer. I play with 
my friends at school, at Shoreline Park, and at 
AYSO. I also go to the UCSB fi elds with my 
brother and practice there. My favorite mo-
ment playing soccer was when I was playing 
AYSO all-stars and the Santa Barbara teams 
were playing in the fi nal against each other. I 
scored the game-winning goal in extra time! 
When I play soccer I love feeling the wind rush 
past my head and hearing the crowd cheering 
me on. That is why soccer is my favorite activ-
ity to do in Santa Barbara. 

Elliot White 

Santa Barbara Rock Gym 
Have you ever been rock climbing? If not, 
now is your chance. You can go to the Santa 
Barbara Rock Gym! If you’re afraid of heights, 
indoor rock climbing is a good way to conquer 
your fear in a totally safe environment. The 
courses range from easy to hard, so all ages 
can participate. It is a fun workout, and you 
don’t even know you’re exercising. Climbing 
up those tough courses allows you to build 
up strength every time you go. I sometimes 
stay for hours because it is so much fun. All 
of the people there are very nice, and you can 
strike up a conversation with almost anyone. 
It is also very fun to go with a friend. When 
you go with a friend, you can challenge each 
other and share idea about how to do different 
courses. Every single wall is covered with dif-
ferent colored holds. If you’re worried that you 
might get bored, they change the courses every 
couple of weeks. If you don’t have your own 
supplies, they’ve got you covered. They will 
give you chalk, climbing shoes, and a harness. 
If you forget your water bottle, they have a 
drinking fountain. There are auto belays, which 
slowly lower you down if you fall. There is also 
bouldering; that is where you have thick pads 
underneath you while you climb. You can pay 
each time, or you can get a monthly member-
ship and go as many times as you like; that’s 
what I do! They sometimes even have cool 
competitions. Last time I got fi rst place, and 
won $100. The Santa Barbara Rock Gym is 
easy to fi nd on the east side of State Street near 
the freeway. I hope to someday see you there! 

Sam Winner

Climbing at the Santa Bar-

bara Rock Gym 
Whenever I see the sign for the Santa Barbara 
Rock Gym, I hope that we will walk in and 
climb for a while. The gym is right next to the 
Beach Break Café. From the moment you step 
inside, you see friendly faces and a rainbow of 
all the different colored plastic rocks. The air 
is fi lled with the sound of bodies slapping the 
crash pads as they successfully jump down from 
their climbs. You can smell the excitement and 
adrenaline mingling with chalk dust in the air. 
Once you start going it’s incredibly hard to 
stop. So if you’re looking for a hobby, this is a 
great one! 

Zach Winner 

Playing Soccer Games 
Are you looking for ways to get your energy 
out? Well, playing soccer, especially at San 
Marcos High School, is a great way to get all 
your energy and anger out on the other team. 
It is especially enjoyable to play with your 
friends or your soccer team, to get support 
from each other and to be supportive. Imagine 
the hot, scratchy turf warming your feet with 
heat waves surrounding you and the smell of 
warm, rubbery turf. There are tall fl ights of 
bleachers to run up and down on, and from 
the top a sea of colorful lines runs this way and 
that. If you are looking for a fun way to get all 
your energy out, playing soccer at San Marcos 
is a good choice. 

Emmi Wyttenbach 

Leadbetter Beach 
If I had to recommend a place to go in Santa 
Barbara I would recommend going to Lead-
better. At Leadbetter the sand is super soft. 
When you lay on the sand it is as if you are on 
a fl uffy pillow. It is warm too, so you feel re-
laxed whenever you lay down. The water is cold 
and refreshing at Leadbetter Beach. When 
you go there, you can see the joy fi lled faces of 
children frolicking in the crashing waves, the 
wonderful smell of the salty sea, along with the 
smell of fresh seaweed. At the beach you can 
play in the water and surf. You can also build 
sand castles and relax in the sand. This is why I 
recommend going to Leadbetter Beach. 

Ian Young 

Mrs. 
Cantu

My Favorite 

Place in Santa 

Barbara
My favorite place in Santa 

Barbara is Cachuma Lake 
because I go camping there with 

my family. It is a place where my 
family goes to relax and have fun. You can 
feel the breeze blowing on your face. You 
see deer wandering around the lake You can 
smell the fresh air. You can also hear the deer 
running through the tall dry grass. You can 
go swimming, biking, hiking, and camping at 
Cachuma. It feels nice when you enjoy the 

outdoors once in a while. I al-
ways go biking with my dad, 
and when we come back to 
the campsite we start the 
barbeque and I help him 
prepare the food. When we 
get home from Cachuma 
Lake, I never forget the 
good times we had there. 

Christian Duarte 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
Have you ever been disappointed? You just 
want to be alone? That has happened to me a 
lot. Santa Claus Beach is my favorite place and 
special to me because surfi ng is the one sport 
that I can get all my stress out. When I’m on 
the wave, I feel all my stress going away. I like 
surfi ng by myself. When I’m at the beach, I 
feel like nothing bad can ever happen. I can 
smell the fresh ocean water. I can see the waves 
crash against the sand and they make my heart 
pound. Santa Claus Beach is the one place I 
can’t get mad at anyone or anything. 

Camryn Robertson 

Stearns Wharf 
What’s your favorite place in Santa Barbara? 
Mine is Stearns Wharf! I have been there tons 
of times. It’s a good place to spend an after-
noon and have fun. Sometimes I go to the res-
taurants to celebrate special occasions. One of 
my favorite places is the Sea Center. I’ve been 
there many times with my mom and I still love 
it even though I’ve been going there since I was 
three. I also like to shop at Candy and Stuff; 
my favorite candies are the warheads. I encour-
age you to visit there, too! 

Farrah Garcia-Cong 

Blenders 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Blenders 
because I go there every Friday after school 
and see my friends. When you walk through 
the door, you instantly know that you will taste 
something amazing like the banana-strawberry, 
or you can try the wheat grass with its fresh 
ingredients cut right in front of you. I also 
enjoy socializing with friends at Blenders. Ev-
eryone is in a good mood as they sip their cool, 
refreshing Blenders and talk about their plans 
for the weekend. 

Joshua Baron 

My Special Place 
When you get to the Dwight Murphy Park, 
the game is on! You hear cheering from the 
crowd, yelling, and directions being given from 
the coach. The Dwight Murphy Park is my 
special place, because I’ve been playing soccer 
for about fi ve years, and most of my games 
have been on the Dwight Murphy fi eld. When 
I go out to that fi eld, I feel the pressure to win, 
because it’s our fi nal game. The last 10 seconds 
of the game are tense because so much energy 
is being put into them. Excitement bursts into 
the air when we make a goal. After the game, 
we congratulate ourselves and the members 
of the other team. As a reward, we are given a 
delicious, fruity popsicle that tastes great when 
eaten in the hot sun. Dwight Murphy Park is 
certainly a special place.

Michell Martinez 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is loud 
and always has different songs playing. The 

CONTINUED >>

Bryce Tomlinson 

Enterprise Fish Company 
If you’re looking for seafood, Enterprise Fish 
Company is your place. With a fi sherman’s 
style interior and a glass walled kitchen, En-
terprise Fish Company is a classic seafood 
restaurant. You could eat some steamed 
clams while watching a parrot fi sh 
swim through a tanked coral reef, or 

fountain. The glass walled kitch-

because I go camping there with 
my family. It is a place where my 

family goes to relax and have fun. You can 
feel the breeze blowing on your face. You 
see deer wandering around the lake You can 
smell the fresh air. You can also hear the deer 
running through the tall dry grass. You can 
go swimming, biking, hiking, and camping at 
Cachuma. It feels nice when you enjoy the 

outdoors once in a while. I al-
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Linda Vega Dance Studio is my favorite 
place. It is always crowded and there are al-
ways people teaching a fancy footwork class 
or a single student is getting one on one time 
with an instructor. My teacher’s name is Sa-
brina. She was the Spirit of Fiesta 2012. She 
encourages us to dance our best. I get sweaty 
and hot but I keep going because it’s fun to 
move my feet to the rhythm of the music. 
This is my second year dancing there. I have 
been an enthusiastic student at the Linda 
Vega studio. Linda inspires me to perform 
like no one else can. When I enter the studio, 
the loud stomping is music to my ears. I look 
forward to my Thursday lesson every week. 

Sky Mainz

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
Getting into Pascucci isn’t easy even on a Tuesday 
evening. You have to wait in line for what seems 
like forever until a waitress fi nally calls your fam-
ily. She leads you around large groups of families, 
women on a “girl’s night out,” and colleagues 
discussing work. She takes you to a lighted booth 
that makes you feel like you’re vacationing in 
Southern Italy. You look through a big menu 
while you snack on the delicious garlic bread. 
Your parents converse about their day’s work, 
something they don’t normally do, but because 
of the relaxed and homey environment they feel 
comfortable doing so there. You fi nally choose 
your meal as your brother kicks you under the 
table. When your waitress arrives with your food, 
you’re relieved. You eat in about eleven minutes 
because it smells and tastes so terrifi c that you 
can’t slow down. You sip your Italian soda as you 
wait for your folks to pay the bill. In the end you 
leave into the dark night, satisfi ed with another 
great meal at Pascucci. 

Hendrik Musolf 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is my house. 
My house is regular sized, with two bedrooms 
rooms and one bathroom;  it is painted yellow 
on the outside. I really like the location of my 
house because I can ride my bike to Oak Park; 
Cottage Hospital is really close, too. My neigh-
borhood is very quiet and a big tree shades the 
sun on hot summer days. When you fi rst enter 
my home, you will smell my mother’s delicious 
cooking and baking. If you enter the offi ce, you 
will fi nd my father paying bills. Outside, you 
will fi nd my older brother doing mechanical 
work on his little blue truck. Also, you will fi nd 
my little brother playing with his soccer ball. 
Finally, you will fi nd me outside drawing in 
my backyard. I love my home in my quiet, safe 
neighborhood in Santa Barbara. 

Berena Espinoza 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is La 
Cumbre Plaza. La Cumbre Plaza is worth 
the stop when you have time. It holds many 
amazing stores and restaurants. My personal 

favorite is GameStop. GameStop is a store 
that sells game consoles, headphones, music 
players, tablets, games, gaming headsets, and 
many more items for your gaming pleasure. 
La Cumbre Plaza has many visitors every day. 
You can stop by Starbucks and drink a nice hot 
coffee or latte. You can also have a nice dinner 
at the Marmalade Café. Also, there are two big 
department stores where you can shop. Sears 
is a big two-story building that sells many 
products such as clothes, shoes, jewelry, kitchen 
products, makeup for the ladies, and much 
more. If you are craving some orange chicken, 
then you can stop by Panda Express for a nice 
meal. Need groceries for your next meal? Stop 
by Vons for all your grocery items. There is so 
much to see and do at La Cumbre Plaza. You 
will never be bored if you spend some time 
there. Oh, and don’t forget your money! 

Sahid Pincheira 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
Have you ever been to the Santa Barbara Har-
bor? The harbor is a wonderful place. So far in 
my lifetime, I have been there at least one hun-
dred times. The harbor is special to me because 
my uncle, grandpa, and lots of family friends are 
local fi shermen. When I was little I would go 
to the Diver’s Den on Wednesdays and swim in 
the pool with friends. Only dads were allowed 
to take their kids. After the Diver’s Den we 
would drive around the shops in the harbor and 
check out what was going on. Today when I go 
to the harbor, I smell the raw fi sh at Sushi Go 
Go being prepared. I can imagine the delicious 
hamburger that is made at the Endless Summer 
Café & Bar. While at the harbor I can feel the 
sand between my toes at the sandspit. I can hear 
the water lapping against the side of the break-
water and see it splashing over the side. I can 
also see my dad’s boat fl oating in the salty water. 
I’m glad that the harbor is here today because 
it gives me a place to go and visit every once in 
a while. 

Anna Hepp 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Church of 
Skatan Skateboard Shop. 
The reason I enjoy 
coming to 
this place 
is that I 
love to 
skate-
board and 
I also like buying 
skateboards there. Some of 
the things I like about Church 
of Skatan are the way it smells 
like new skateboards, the sound of  
compacting plastic being ripped, and 
people looking at the wide selection of 
skateboards. One of my favorite things is 
that I like all the employees who work there. 
The main reason I like this place is because I 
got my fi rst skateboard there. 

Luke LuVanVi 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Fiesta 
5 Movie Theatre because you get to have fun 
and a good time with your friends and fam-
ily. You can smell the delicious popcorn and 
feel the smooth butter running down your 
hand. If you choose to buy chocolate candy, 
you will taste the delicious sweetness in your 
mouth. You can hear all the movies that are 
playing in different rooms as you walk to your 
particular theater. I have been watching mov-
ies with my family at Fiesta 5 since I was a 
little kid. We usually go to the theater when 

a really good movie is showing. Fortunately, 
the Fiesta 5 shows really good movies, so we 
are there often. So if you like to see really good 
movies, you should go to Fiesta 5. 

Jacob Forney

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Some-
thing’s Fishy because when I go, I love to watch 
the chefs cooking in front of me. With white chef 
hats on their heads, super sharp knives in their 
hands, these chefs are masters of their craft. The 
sliced meat and vegetables cook quickly on the 
grill and the smells always make my mouth water. 
I can’t wait for the food to reach my plate! 

Javier Flores 

My Favorite Place 
My favorite place is not in Santa Barbara, but 
rather in Ventura Harbor. In Ventura Harbor, 
there are many restaurants and shops including 
my favorite place, Coastal Cone Ice Cream by the 
breakwater. This place is special to me because 
my grandpa and I used to go there a lot when I 
was younger. When we walked into the ice cream 
shop, there was always a long line and there 
would be people who were waiting patiently and 
those who were not. While we were waiting we 
would always see people enjoying their ice cream. 
When we fi nally got to the front of the line, the 
person behind the counter would greet us en-
thusiastically: “Hi, what would you like today?” 
I would always say, “I want a cookie dough ice 
cream.” When I got the ice cream, my grandpa 
and I would sit outside and enjoy the ice cream. I 
am happy to have the memories of spending time 
with my grandpa at Coastal Cone Ice Cream in 
Ventura Harbor. 

Owen Richards

The Wilcox Property 
My favorite place to go in Santa Barbara is 
the Wilcox Property. I like to go there because 
you see everything and it’s a wonderful place. 
At the Wilcox Property, I smell trees and the 
fresh air. I taste food as my family and I have 
a fun picnic. I feel that the Wilcox Property 
is a wonderful place to be. I hear my whole 
family talking and I also hear the sounds of 
cars and music. I see my family, houses, 
animals, trees, schools, people, cars, 

parks, ocean, and most of all I see the sky. The 
Wilcox Property  is a special place because I go 
there with my whole family.  

Carlota Rojas 

Los Baños Pool
What do you do after school? After school I go 
to my favorite place in Santa Barbara, Los Ba-
ños Pool. I love Los Baños because I am there 
more than two hours a day and I always see 
my friends there. Whenever I am there, I hear 
water splashing and the sound of coaches giv-
ing instructions to their swimmers. In another 
section of the pool, I hear children laughing 
and having fun in between sets and at the wall. 
I smell the chlorine in the pool and even the 
seaweed at the beach, which is right down the 
pathway from the pool. I feel the water sur-
round me as I dive in. When I exit the pool, 
exhausted from my workout, I taste my Ga-
torade as it runs down my throat. I see all the 
swimmers trying very hard to swim their best 
strokes at their fastest times. After we have 
fi nished our swim set, we start to cool down 
and then take a shower and head home. I don’t 
know what I would do without the two hours I 
spend at Los Baños every day. 

Lila Roderick 

Municipal Tennis Courts 
Boom! Bang! That is what I hear at the Mu-
nicipal Tennis Courts, my favorite place in 
Santa Barbara. I always feel excited and mo-
tivated to see the long row of green courts in 
front of me. I step onto the court more than 
ready to start. My feet move several times 
before I strike the ball. I hear the unmistak-
able sound of the ball brushing against the 
strings of my racket. I wait anxiously to see if 
it bounces in. That is just the warm up. You 
know you’re working hard when a stream of 
sweat falls off of your forehead. As I throw the 

fuzzy highlighter green ball up for a serve, 
a bird fl ies overhead tweeting, as if 

he were cheering me on. Different 
scores are being called out as I 

play: 40-love, 30-15, or 15 all. 
The ball comes back short, 
wide, or deep. I hit the ball 
back. Plop! Their ball goes 

in the net, rejected. I feel power-
ful, as if I am the queen. I am ahead 

in the game! That means I need to stay 
ahead and fi ght for the win even harder. 

An hour later after much running, hitting, 
and serving, the set is fi nished. The taste of 
defeat is bitter, but a taste of winning is oh so 
sweet. I feel so fortunate to have the Municipal 
Tennis Courts in Santa Barbara to play on al-
most every day. 

Kelly Coulson

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Arroyo 
Burro Beach, because I always go there with my 
family and friends. At fi rst when I get in the 
water it is really cold, but then it gets warmer 
and warmer. I once went there with my family 
that visited us from Anaheim. When I’m at the 
beach I smell the salt water, I taste the fresh 
windy air, I feel happy and free, and I see little 
kids running around and playing in the water. 
When I go to Arroyo Burro Beach, I always play 
with my little brother. I also play Frisbee with 
my mom, my dad, my little brother, and my 
big sister. It is always a great day at Arroyo 
Burro Beach. 

Janet Vega 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Blend-
ers. Blenders is a store that sells refreshing, cold 
smoothies. I like Blenders because it is actually 
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I’m glad that the harbor is here today because 
it gives me a place to go and visit every once in 

Anna Hepp 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Church of 
Skatan Skateboard Shop. 
The reason I enjoy 

I also like buying 
skateboards there. Some of 
the things I like about Church 
of Skatan are the way it smells 
like new skateboards, the sound of  
compacting plastic being ripped, and 
people looking at the wide selection of 
skateboards. One of my favorite things is 
that I like all the employees who work there. 
The main reason I like this place is because I 
got my fi rst skateboard there. 

Luke LuVanVi 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Fiesta 
5 Movie Theatre because you get to have fun 
and a good time with your friends and fam-
ily. You can smell the delicious popcorn and 
feel the smooth butter running down your 
hand. If you choose to buy chocolate candy, 
you will taste the delicious sweetness in your 
mouth. You can hear all the movies that are 
playing in different rooms as you walk to your 
particular theater. I have been watching mov-
ies with my family at Fiesta 5 since I was a 
little kid. We usually go to the theater when 

The Wilcox Property 
My favorite place to go in Santa Barbara is 
the Wilcox Property. I like to go there because 
you see everything and it’s a wonderful place. 
At the Wilcox Property, I smell trees and the 
fresh air. I taste food as my family and I have 
a fun picnic. I feel that the Wilcox Property 
is a wonderful place to be. I hear my whole 
family talking and I also hear the sounds of 
cars and music. I see my family, houses, 
animals, trees, schools, people, cars, 

fuzzy highlighter green ball up for a serve, 
a bird fl ies overhead tweeting, as if 

he were cheering me on. Different 
scores are being called out as I 

play: 40-love, 30-15, or 15 all. 

in the net, rejected. I feel power-
ful, as if I am the queen. I am ahead 

in the game! That means I need to stay 
ahead and fi ght for the win even harder. 

An hour later after much running, hitting, 
and serving, the set is fi nished. The taste of 
defeat is bitter, but a taste of winning is oh so 
sweet. I feel so fortunate to have the Municipal 
Tennis Courts in Santa Barbara to play on al-
most every day. 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Arroyo 
Burro Beach, because I always go there with my 
family and friends. At fi rst when I get in the 
water it is really cold, but then it gets warmer 
and warmer. I once went there with my family 
that visited us from Anaheim. When I’m at the 
beach I smell the salt water, I taste the fresh 
windy air, I feel happy and free, and I see little 
kids running around and playing in the water. 
When I go to Arroyo Burro Beach, I always play 
with my little brother. I also play Frisbee with 
my mom, my dad, my little brother, and my 
big sister. It is always a great day at Arroyo 
Burro Beach. 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Blend-
ers. Blenders is a store that sells refreshing, cold 
smoothies. I like Blenders because it is actually 
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healthy because the smoothie is made out of fruit. 
I also like Blenders because you can feel refreshed 
when you drink it when it’s really hot outside.  
Blenders is one of the most popular places in 
Santa Barbara because it sells tons of great, fruity 
drinks. The two fl avors that I always order are 
banana and chocolate. I love the combinations 
of fruit and chocolate. It makes my mouth water 
just writing about it. I think it would be fun to 
work at Blenders when I am in high school and 
college. It would be nice to provide other people 
with a refreshing, healthy snack just as I have 
enjoyed since I was little. 

Brenda Carachure Lucas 

Leadbetter Beach 
Have you ever been to Leadbetter Beach in 
Santa Barbara? I always go there with my fam-
ily and friends. When I go to the beach I smell 
the saltwater and sand. If I see a piece of trash I 
always pick it up because everyone likes a clean 
beach. Sometimes I go to the ice cream store at 
the harbor where I taste the sweet fl avors. Back 
on the beach I often hear people screaming and 
shouting, “The water is too cold!” I laugh because 
I know exactly how it feels. 

Manuel Rios 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Yo-
gurtland because I get to have a special time 
with my family there. One of the reasons why 
I love Yogurtland is the different aromas of 
the yogurt, and the different tastes when you 
combine fl avors. The cool feeling when you 
swallow sends a chill down my spine, and the 
mixed fl avors of toppings adds to the overall 
sensation. Due to the fact that there are so 
many different fl avors to choose from, it is a 
hard decision to choose just one. Once I know 
I’ve found the right choice, I pull down the 
lever and see the swirled tastiness of Dutch 
Chocolate and Madagascar Vanilla. Once I’ve 
got what I want, I get to choose the different 
assortment of toppings. Yogurtland also comes 
up with great new fl avors to make. I recom-
mend that you visit Yogurtland soon, because 
they have ten new fl avors from around the 
world for only three months. I suggest you get 
the Polynesian Vanilla (one of the ten fl avors) 
mixed with Dutch Chocolate.  I can’t wait until 
the next time I go to Yogurtland! It is a great 
place to go for a tasty treat with your family. 

Jacob Dew

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is Starbucks. 
When I go there, I love to smell the roasted cof-
fee and the delicious baked breads and muffi ns. 
It’s always crowded and loud when you get inside. 
Some people get hot or iced coffee. The bread 
and the muffi ns are warm and sweet. I fi nd that 
the coffee is sometimes bitter and sometimes 
sweet. This is a special place because in Mexico, 
we all drink coffee each morning.  At the Santa 
Barbara Starbucks, I usually get a cold frappuc-
cino. On the walls they have paintings of coffee 
beans and coffee cups. I like the colors inside 
the shop because they have shades of brown and 
brown is the color of coffee. My favorite place in 
Santa Barbara is Starbucks. 

Alexis Mariscal 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
Imagine you hear waves crashing in the distance. 
You see crabs scuttling to who knows where as 
you walk by. You hear seagulls squawking over-
head. You taste the sweetness of ice cream as you 
walk along the breakwater. You smell the fi shy, 
salty, smell of the harbor. My favorite place in 
Santa Barbara is the harbor. It’s a place where I 

can ride my bike to and hang out with friends. 
I can also paddleboard to the Sandspit with 
friends. It’s also a special place for me because my 
Grandma and I always go to Brophy’s and watch 
the boats come in and out of the harbor. I’ve been 
going to the harbor since I was little and plan on 
going there far into my future. 

Jaden Power 

The Arlington, My 

Favorite Place
I will always remember all the fun I have had 
performing on the stage at the Arlington Theater 
in Santa Barbara. As soon as I step onto the stage 
for performances, energy surges through me. 
With the lights, camera, and dancing, I feel so 
alive. The fl oor is smooth as my feet glide with 
the music, and my arms gracefully move from one 
pose to the next. In my annual performance of 
The Nutcracker, I usually get to play two or three 
parts, and need to do a costume change between 
scenes. Once off stage I change for my next act. 
My friends and I from Santa Barbara Festival 
Ballet talk to each other, with the scent of hair-
spray and make up lingering in the air. When the 
smaller girls walk past, I know it’s almost time to 
go back on stage.  I have so many memories of 
dancing in the Arlington Theater, and every time 
I step onto the stage all the memories fl ood back 
to me. The Arlington Theater is my favorite place 
in Santa Barbara and it will always be near and 
dear to my heart. 

Alexa Hellman 

My Favorite Place in 

Santa Barbara 
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is the 7-11 
on the Mesa because my family has owned 

it for 15 years. Because I am there so often, I 
consider this 7-11 my “second home.” When I 
walk through the doors, a good feeling washes 
over me. There are so many good things to see 
and taste, including the fresh cool Slurpees, the 
hot sizzling hot dogs, as well as the colorful 
tasty donuts. Just so you know, the Slurpees are 
made from machines that the employees full up 
with fl avored syrup and ice. I also enjoy look-
ing at the numerous candies and gum lined up 
neatly on the shelves with hundreds of fl avors to 
choose from. I always say, “There is nothing bet-
ter than a Slurpee on a hot day.” You may want 
to remember this the next day the sun is blazing 
down and you happen to be on the Mesa – visit 
the 7-11!

Naomi Podratz

Mr. 
riley

State Street
I like to go to State Street with my friends on 
Saturdays or Sundays. When I go, I walk down 
the street with my friends and have fun. Some-
times I stop and watch a funny movie at Fiesta 
Five. When I come out, I see all the shops with 
open doors and think about the different things 
inside. I hear loud music and noisy birds chirp-
ing. I smell buttery popcorn and taste sweet 
chocolate fl avors from Yogurtland. At Tilly’s, I 
touch the soft fabric of all the cute clothes. It’s 
fun walking on State Street because it’s fun to 
be with my friends and family. 

Nallely Rios

Golfing
What is your favorite thing to do in Santa Bar-
bara? I love golfi ng with my dad at the Munici-
pal Golf Course. When I golf, I see the shining 
green fairway and the trees. I smell freshly cut 
grass and Snickers candy. I hear people yelling 
“fore” and cars driving by. I feel a light wind and 
pressure before I hit the ball. I taste a juicy hot 
dog and sweet Gatorade when I play. The reason 
I love golfi ng is because I get to spend time with 
my dad and I get a workout. It is my favorite 
thing to do in Santa Barbara. 

Preston Foy 

Downtown Santa Barbara
What is your favorite thing to do in Santa Bar-
bara? My favorite thing to do is to go downtown 

with my friend, Aliyah. I see a lot of 
shops and dogs. I smell yummy food 
and the exhaust of engines. I hear people 
and cars going past me. I feel the brick 

sidewalk and the cold air on my face. I taste 
yogurt and air in my mouth. Going down-

town with my friend Aliyah is my favorite thing 
to do because we just get to hang out and shop. 

Emily Meza

The Game
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is to 
play basketball with Cris H. We go on Fridays 
after school around 4:00p.m. at Santa Barbara 
Junior High. We go because it’s fun and we get 
competitive. It’s also a routine now. When we 
go, I hear the ball bounce and the rocks crunch-
ing on my feet. I feel the ball on my hands and 
the sweat on my face. I see Cris trying to guard 
me and the basketball hoop. I smell the air and 
the leather of the ball. I taste the Gatorade or 
water we bring. Playing basketball at Santa Bar-
bara Junior High is my favorite thing to do in 
Santa Barbara. 

Jose Ozuna

Santa Barbara
Do you ever go somewhere that you never want 
to leave? My favorite place in Santa Barbara is 
Sandspit. When I go, I like to go body boarding 
with Ben because we have barrel contests and 
get barreled a lot. I usually go after school and 

see the open ocean and yellowish sand. I smell 
seaweed and the salty water. When we are ap-
proaching the water, I hear birds chirping and 
waves crashing. I feel the sand on my feet and 
the water on my hands. I taste salt from the wa-
ter and occasionally some sand too. There are a 
lot of cool things in Santa Barbara, but Sandspit 
is my favorite. 

Eli Sada 

The Santa Ynez River
My favorite place in Santa Barbara is the Santa 
Ynez River. There is a campout place that I love 
to barbecue at. I love the squishy feeling as I step 
into the river. I feel the plants rubbing on me and 
the cold freezing water. I taste the cold lemonade 
and juicy barbecue. I hear birds chirping and 
water rushing. I smell wet dirt and barbecue. I see 
the river and people enjoying themselves. I love 
the Santa Ynez River! 

Aisha Avel laneda 

The Boys and Girls Club
My most enjoyable thing to do in Santa Bar-
bara is go to the Boys and Girl’s Club and play 
basketball with my little brother after school. 
Sometimes I taste my sweat, and when I take a 
break I taste my blue Gatorade. I see my little 
brother and the ball in the air. I smell my sweat 
and freshly cooked hot dogs. I hear kids talking 
and the ball bouncing. I feel excitement and 
energy. This is special to me because I love my 
little brother and like spending time with him. 

Isaak Muñoz

My Favorite Place 
What’s your favorite place in Santa Barbara? 
My favorite place is Yen Ching, which is also 
my favorite restaurant in the city. The reason 
why is that it was the fi rst place I went to with 
my sister and my little cousin. I go every so of-
ten after school and rarely for dinner. I go with 
my brother, sister, and parents. We usually have 
sizzling rice soup and kung-pao shrimp which 
is my favorite. I smell and taste the warm soup. 
I see and hear the sizzling steaming soup. I feel 
the dull smooth spoon in my hands. Yen Ching 
is my favorite place in Santa Barbara. 

Nicole DeJesus 

Nikka Japanese Market 
Nikka Japanese Market is number one on my 
top three places in Santa Barbara. When I 
go there, I always fi nd something new- often 
candy! I love to try all the different teas, candy, 
ramen, and drinks. Nikka is very well priced for 
the large array of items it has to offer. Some of 
the candy I try is sweet, tangy, sharp, and sour. I 
always hear the buzzing freezers, smell the warm 
steamed buns, taste the candy samples, and see 
the aisles of tea, candy, cakes, and toys. When I 
go to Nikka, it is usually a Saturday. This is why 
it is my favorite place to visit. 

Scarlet Chapman 

Skateboarding
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is to 
go skateboarding. I like to go with my friends. 
We usually go on Saturdays. We skate on the 
street. We hear the wheels rolling on the ground 
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bara? I love golfi ng with my dad at the Munici-
pal Golf Course. When I golf, I see the shining 
green fairway and the trees. I smell freshly cut 
grass and Snickers candy. I hear people yelling 
“fore” and cars driving by. I feel a light wind and 
pressure before I hit the ball. I taste a juicy hot 
dog and sweet Gatorade when I play. The reason 
I love golfi ng is because I get to spend time with 
my dad and I get a workout. It is my favorite 
thing to do in Santa Barbara. 

Downtown Santa Barbara
What is your favorite thing to do in Santa Bar-
bara? My favorite thing to do is to go downtown 

sidewalk and the cold air on my face. I taste 
yogurt and air in my mouth. Going down-

town with my friend Aliyah is my favorite thing 
to do because we just get to hang out and shop. 

The Game
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is to 
play basketball with Cris H. We go on Fridays 
after school around 4:00p.m. at Santa Barbara 
Junior High. We go because it’s fun and we get 
competitive. It’s also a routine now. When we 
go, I hear the ball bounce and the rocks crunch-
ing on my feet. I feel the ball on my hands and 
the sweat on my face. I see Cris trying to guard 
me and the basketball hoop. I smell the air and 
the leather of the ball. I taste the Gatorade or 
water we bring. Playing basketball at Santa Bar-
bara Junior High is my favorite thing to do in 
Santa Barbara. 

Santa Barbara
Do you ever go somewhere that you never want 
to leave? My favorite place in Santa Barbara is 
Sandspit. When I go, I like to go body boarding 
with Ben because we have barrel contests and 
get barreled a lot. I usually go after school and 
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and the cars passing by, and feel our bodies 
slamming onto the ground whenever we fall. We 
smell the salty sweat and see all the cars passing 
by and my best friends. That is my favorite thing 
to do in Santa Barbara. 

Tony Perez 

The Beach
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is to 
go to Leadbetter Beach with my friends. When 
we get to the top of the pathway, I can clearly 
hear the waves crashing against the wet, cold 
sand and see the birds screeching and fl ying in 
the sunny sky. After we walk down the path, we 
feel the hot sand on our feet and jump into the 
sparkling, freezing ocean. Waves keep crashing 
against us and we body surf, rolling around in 
the powerful waves and tasting the salty water. 
When we get too cold, we get out and walk to 
Shoreline Café, a restaurant close to the beach. 
We all order hamburgers and wait impatiently 
for our food to be ready. Finally it comes and 
we’re starving! We all devour our hamburgers 
and taste the delicious juiciness. After we are 
done, we walk home, talking and laughing along 
the way. I love to go the beach! 

Georgia Brace 

Judo 
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is go-
ing to Judo with my friends. I can hear yelling 
while I come in. I can smell the rubber mats, I 
can taste the fresh water seeping down my throat. 
I do judo on Tuesdays and Thursdays on Santa 
Barbara Street. I picked judo because it is a really 
fun sport. 

Melissa Ochoa 

Tennis Fun 
There are many tennis courts in Santa Barbara. 
My favorite place to play tennis is City College. 
My dad and I usually play tennis on the week-
ends. I play tennis because I can get exercise. 
Also, I can have fun because I can hit very high 
and as hard as I can. When I play tennis, I can 
hear loud ball bounces hitting the rubber court 
and I can see tennis players next to me hitting 
as hard as they can. I smell fresh cut green grass 
through the tennis court doors and feel fuzzy, 
hard, green tennis balls when I am about to serve. 
I taste a creamy blender dissolve in my mouth. I 
hear birds screeching in the wispy trees and smell 
fl owers bursting with sweet smells. When I play 
tennis, my hands grip on a rough tennis racquet 
and I see green, bouncy, new tennis balls all over 
the tennis court. Sometimes, I taste the fresh 
water running down my throat. There are many 
tennis courts in Santa Barbara, but the ones at 
City College are certainly my favorite. 

Shannon Yates 

Surfing 
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is to 
go surfi ng with my best friend, Lucas and his 
brother, Sam at a sleepover. Our favorite place 
to go surfi ng is at Mondos at 12:00 p.m. on a 
bright, sunny afternoon. We go surfi ng to have 
fun and to get better. I hear a colossal wave crash 
behind me as I ride into shore, glistening in the 
sun. I smell the salty water as I fail on a wave. I 
feel Lucas tapping me on the shoulder and telling 

me that there is wave coming. I 
also feel waves splashing on me 
as I drop down the wave. I taste 
the salty water in my mouth as I 
duck dive under the wave on my 
board. I see Lucas, Sam, and me 
catch a party wave. I see me 
tackling Lucas off his board 
and Lucas tackling Sam. My 
favorite thing to do in Santa 
Barbara is to go surfi ng at Mon-
dos with my best friend, Lucas and 
his brother, Sam. 

Christian Evick

Bike Riding 
Bike riding is so fun in Santa Barbara. A favorite 
activity for me is going bike riding with my dad 
and sister at East Beach along the long bike path. 
The best time to go is at around 3:45 in the after-
noon because when we come home the sun is go-
ing down. I love to go because it’s beautiful along 
the beach. I hear lots of cars zooming past and 
big ocean waves crashing. I see the people bik-
ing the opposite way with the yellow line behind 
them. I love to taste my cold water, but I hate the 
taste of little bugs. I feel my new bike grips and 
the big gust of wind in my face. That nice smell 
of salty ocean and freshly cut grass goes up my 
nose. It is all so wonderful. Now you know why I 
love bike riding in Santa Barbara. 

Talia Zampese

Pier
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is to go 
to the pier with my friends. When I am there, I 
hear the birds screeching and ocean waves splash-
ing on the sandy shore. I smell the salty ocean’s 
water and mouth-watering food from a restau-
rant. I see glistening, sparkling ocean and shiny 
cars passing by. I feel the rough wooden rails 
poking on my soft skin and the squishy gummy 
bears that I bought in the tiny candy shop. I taste 
the sweet, tasty gummy bears. The ice cream is 
also watering and melting in my mouth. Being 
at the pier in Santa Barbara is my favorite thing 
because it’s fun. 

Javier Estevez 

My Favorite Place to Go in 

Santa Barbara 
I enjoy going to the Santa Barbara Rock Climb-
ing Gym with my friends. I go to the rock 
climbing gym in the afternoon. When I go to 
the rock climbing gym, I hear people laughing 
and the sounds of feet climbing on the rock 
wall. I smell the powdery fl our that we use to 
grip on the rocks. I feel the rough rocks and 
powdery fl our. I taste the sweet Gatorade and a 
sugary Cliff bar. I see people climbing the rock 
wall and cars driving nearby. I enjoy the Santa 
Barbara Rock Climbing Gym the most because 
it is a fun way to get exercise. 

Raphaela Griffi th 

Horseback Riding 
The activity I enjoy most is to go horseback rid-
ing in Santa Ynez. I go with my two sisters and 

our friend. I see my 
sisters and our friend 
on their horses. I also 
see the huge Santa 
Ynez Mountains. 
We go riding in 
the afternoon. 
I smell the dust 
when the horses are 
stirring up. I hear the 
horses huffi ng and puff-
ing. I feel the leather reins 
and the wind on my face. I 
enjoy horseback riding in Santa 
Ynez because I get to spend time with my family 
and friends while being outdoors. 

Makena Burgner 

Cathedral Oaks 
Something I like to do is go to Cathedral Oaks 
where you can do plenty of fun stuff. What I like 
to do is swim. I love how you can get so much 
exercise, and I also love the smell of the chlorine 
and the feeling of the warm water. Sometimes I 
swallow the water and it tastes really bad. I like 
the feeling of being somewhere I can relax. I 
also hear the splashing of water. There are other 
things to do there as well. You can play tennis 
and ping-pong and there is great food, too. I usu-
ally go to Cathedral Oaks on Saturdays at about 
lunchtime. That is when it’s nice and sunny out-
side. Cathedral Oaks is one of my favorite places 
to swim, play, and relax. 

Gavin Ellsworth 

Surfing 
Surfi ng is the best activity ever. You paddle out 
as fast as you can while your hands and feet 
start to freeze. You wait for just the right wave 
with your friends. You wait for a good wave 
and start to paddle. You get it and everyone 
else fails. You stand up and lose your balance 
and fall. You see a blur of water and all you 
taste is salt water. You emerge and hear your 
friends chuckling at your fall. Riding the wave 
with the smell of the beach in the air is the 
greatest feeling ever. That is why I love surfi ng. 

Lucas Owens 

In Santa Barbara 
I love going to my friend’s house! She is my best 
and funniest friend. When I get to her house, 
I hear the fast moving cars on the paved road. 
I taste the homemade food on the tip of my 
tongue. When we are together, we make the sil-
liest videos. My favorite thing to do is hang out 
with her after school when we have the greatest 
ideas! At her house I feel the very big, purple, 
and fuzzy bean bag in her medium- sized room. I 

smell the fresh grass in the backyard. I don’t know 
what I would do without my best friend! 

Izabell Allbrett

Streak Over 
My best friend and I love playing basketball at 
Santa Barbara Junior High. We always go after 
school at four o’clock in the afternoon. One day 
we went to play basketball. Jose has a record 9-0, 
so we played one game and I was very focused. I 
was holding the ball, the rocks were crunching on 
my feet, and I still had drops of Gatorade on my 
lips. I also smelled the rubber ball. Then all my 
focus led up to winning 11-0 and I was happy. 
We always play basketball because it’s fun. 

Cristobal Herrera 

Beach Break 
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is to go 
surfi ng with Eli at Sandspit. We use sticky wax 
on our boards. We hear the crashing waves and 
see other good surfers. When we get in the wa-
ter, we feel the freezing water on our hands and 
feet. I love wearing wetsuits because they keep 
you extremely warm. When you’re paddling out, 
you taste the salty water. The ocean always has a 
smell, whether it’s a stinky seal or salty seaweed. 
Once you get to the line-up, you talk to the other 
surfers. Some are nice and some aren’t. Once you 
catch a wave, it’s the best feeling in the world. 
This is my favorite thing to do because I love 
surfi ng and I love surfi ng with my best friend, Eli. 

Ben Kyle 

Hanging with 

my Friend 
My favorite thing to do in Santa Barbara is hang 
out with Sam. He works in the Los Padres Na-
tional Forest as a fi reman. We have recently gone 
kayaking in the Santa Barbara Harbor. He is my 
mentor in the Fighting-Back program. When I 
hang out with Sam, we always have fun. We usu-
ally hang out on Fridays or on the weekends. 

Daniel Dominguez 

me that there is wave coming. I 
also feel waves splashing on me 
as I drop down the wave. I taste 
the salty water in my mouth as I 
duck dive under the wave on my 
board. I see Lucas, Sam, and me 
catch a party wave. I see me 
tackling Lucas off his board 
and Lucas tackling Sam. My 
favorite thing to do in Santa 
Barbara is to go surfi ng at Mon-
dos with my best friend, Lucas and 
his brother, Sam. 

Christian Evick

Bike Riding 
Bike riding is so fun in Santa Barbara. A favorite 
activity for me is going bike riding with my dad 
and sister at East Beach along the long bike path. 
The best time to go is at around 3:45 in the after-
noon because when we come home the sun is go-

our friend. I see my 
sisters and our friend 
on their horses. I also 
see the huge Santa 
Ynez Mountains. 
We go riding in 
the afternoon. 
I smell the dust 
when the horses are 
stirring up. I hear the 
horses huffi ng and puff-
ing. I feel the leather reins 
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Mr. 
Greenberg

A Wonderful Bedroom
My bedroom is my favorite room. When you 
walk into my room, you see video games, a 
TV, toys, a chair and a window. In the bed-
room, my video games are next to my TV. 
The colors of my walls are white. My bed 
is on the top bunk bed. My black TV is big 
for my small bedroom. My clothes are in the 
closet. I feel good in my bedroom.

Tony Lopez

Music Room
My favorite room in the house is my music 
room because I can annoy my neighbors with 
the violin and drums. When I walk into my 
music room, I can see my pink guitar, black 
piano, silver tuba and pink drums. It has col-
orful dogs, birds and a big bed, too! My dogs 
gave a bed in my room with me and so do 
my birds. My window is purple ad my walls 
have blue butterflies and pink flowers on 
them. My room has stars on the ceiling that 
glow in the dark. I like to play music with 
the lights off and the stars glowing in the 
dark. I feel happy in my music room because 
it is really nice in there and I can be with 
my animals and my sister, Francisca. When I 
am not playing music, I like to watch my big 
screen plasma TV or paint pictures.

Michelle Anaies Lara Payan

Grandma’s Special Room
My Grandma’s room is my favorite room. 
I like it because it smells good. It is color-
ful and pretty. She has a big bed and a flat 
screen TV. I feel good in my Grandma’s 
room and so does my sister, Maria. We love 
my Grandma and her room. It is a bright and 
happy place. Grandma’s room has a door that 
opens into her backyard where we play with 
her dog, Camilla.

Jennifer Cisneros

Mom’s Fantastic Room
My favorite room is my Mom’s room. When 
I walk into my Mom’s room I see white cozy 
pillows, brown blankets, a black TV color-
ful clothes and a brown mirror. My mom’s 
room is cool and sometimes I even think it ’s 
haunted! When we play hide and seek, I hide 
in my Mom’s closet!

Adamary Perez
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